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1

Memoriter Poems
Stopping by woods on a Snowy Evening

- Robert Frost

Whose woods these are I think I know. 
His house is in the village though;
He will not see me stopping here

To watch his woods fill up with snow.
(QY. 19)(QY. 19)

My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near

Between the woods and frozen lake
The darkest evening of the year.

He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake.

The only other sound’s the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake.

The woods are lovely, dark and deep.
But I have promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.

On Killing a Tree
- Gieve Patel

It takes much time to kill a tree,
Not a simple jab of the knife
Will do it. It has grown
Slowly consuming the earth,
Rising out of it, feeding         (QY. 19)

Upon its crust, absorbing
Years of sunlight, air, water,
And out of its leprous hide
Sprouting leaves.

So hack and chop
But this alone won’t do it.
Not so much pain will do it.
The bleeding bark will heal
And from close to the ground
Will rise curled green twigs,
Miniature boughs
Which if unchecked will expand again
To former size.

No,
The root is to be pulled out
One of the anchoring earth;
It is to be roped, tied,
And pulled out - snapped out
Or pulled out entirely,
Out from the earth-cave,
And the strength of the tree exposed
The source, white and wet,
The most sensitive, hidden
For years inside the earth.

Then the matter
Of scorching and choking
In sun and air,
Browning, hardening,
Twisting, withering,
And then it is done.

(HY. 19)

⊗

⊗

⊗

⊗
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2

The River
- Caroline Ann Bowles

River, river, little river!
Bright you sparkle on your way;
O’er the yellow pebbles dancing,

Through the flowers and foliage glancing,
Like a child at play.

River, river! Swelling river!
On you rush through rough and smooth 

Louder, faster, brawling, leaping.
Over rocks, by rose-banks, sweeping

Like impetuous youth.

River, river! Brimming river!
Broad and deep, and still as time
Seeming still, yet still in motion,

Tending onward to the ocean,
Just like mortal prime.

River, river! Headlong river!
Down you dash into the sea,

Sea that line hath never sounded 
Sea that sail hath never rounded,

Like eternity.

The Comet
- Norman Littleford

Rampaging through the heavens
Never stopping day or night,
A spectacle of a lifetime
A comet in full flight.

Faster than a cheetah
With a tail that’s miles long,
Bigger than a mountain
So powerful and strong.

The outer ice is melting
Causing vapor from the force,
And leaves a trail behind it
As it travels on its course.

If one should come too close to earth
The atmosphere will shake,
With shockwave reaching to the ground
Causing the land to quake.

Scientists say the chemicals
In the dust they leave behind,
Could have started life on the earth
Which resulted in mankind.

I cannot say if this is true
I do not have the right,
But I know no better spectacle
Than a comet in full flight.
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3

Unit 1

Learning the game
— Sachin Tendulkar

About the Author

	 The retired Indian Cricket Player Sachin Ramesh Tendukar is considered as one of 
the greatest batsmen of all times. He was born on 24th April 1973 in Mumbai. He was 
introduced to cricket at the age of eleven by his brother Ajit Tendulkar. In 2005, he 
became the first cricketer to score 35 centuries (100 runs in a single inning) in Test play.   
In 2011, Tendulkar achieved his dream of winning the Cricket World Cup at the Wankhede 
stadium in Mumbai. He is the only player to have scored one hundred international 
centuries and the first to score double century in a One Day International cricket.  
He played 664 International Cricket matches in total, scoring 34,357 runs. In 2012, 
Tendulkar was nominated to the Rajya Sabha. He retired from Cricket on 16th November 
2013. He is also the recipient of the Arjuna Award (1994), Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 
(1997), Padma Shri (1999), Padma Vibhushan (2008) and Bharat Ratna (2013).

Prose

Summary

	 'Learning the Game' is an extract from Sachin Tendulkar's autobiography 'Playing it My Way'.  
He played tennis ball cricket with his colony friends from a very early age. He loved watching 
cricket on television and tried to imitate the mannerisms of his favourite players like Sunil Gavaskar 
and Viv Richards. It wasn't just about batsman that Sachin studied, but he also loved to bowl. 
Throughout his career, he had actually bowled a lot in the nets. 
	 Sachin was studying in the New English School at Mumbai. But his brother Ajith wanted 
him to study in 'Shardashram Vidhyamandir' where Ramakant Achrekar was the cricket coach. 
This school gave more importance to the game of cricket. Ramakant Achrekar ran summer cricket 
camps. One day, his brother Ajit took him to Achrekar to get trained well. It was because, only 
Achrekar could decide who to accept for a trial at the camp. But there, Tendulkar failed to make 
an impact on Achrekar, the coach. So the coach informed his brother that Sachin was too young 
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Sura’s  Smart English  IX Std  prose - Unit 14

to get into the camp. But Ajit requested him to give his brother another chance, as he was nervous. 
So he was given another chance and the coach watched his batting from a distance. Seeing him 
batting well, the coach agreed to train him. It was an opportunity that transformed Sachin's life.  
His coach Achrekar advised Sachin to change his school if he really wanted to pursue cricket 
seriously. In his first year, at Shardashram, Sachin played 55 practice matches during the summer 
break of 60 days. Achrekar used to place a one rupee coin on top of the stumps and asked Sachin to 
bat. If Sachin remained not out, Achrekar Sir would gift the coin to him. Whenever Sachin tried to 
bunk practice session, Achrekar Sir came to take him to the ground. Had it not been for Achrekar 
Sir, Sachin would not be the cricketer he turned out to be. The coach was a strict disciplinarian and 
did everything he could for Sachin. Finally, Sachin says that he owes his success to Achrekar Sir. 

Mind Map

Started cricket at the 
age of eleven

Got training 
under Ramakant 

Achrekar

Rigorous schedule
at Shivaji Park

In his first
year at school

played fifty five
practice matches

Winning the one 
rupee coin gave 

immense satisfaction
and taught him 
concentration

Running two full 
circuits of Shivaji

Park helped to build 
up physical and 
mental stamina

Played cricket at 
home with friends

Dragged to the 
nets by his coach

The coach 
punished him

on one occasion

Bunked his daily 
evening practice to 

watch an inter-school 
cricket match

The coach got angry
and advised him to 

practice well.

Sachin owes
himself to 

Achrekar sir.

Sachin Tendulkar

Glossary
bunked (v)	 -	 to make oneself absent from a class or session (tF¥ò¡F mšyJ 

mk®î¡F nghfhkš ïU¥gJ)
channelled	 -	 directed to a particular end or object (xU F¿¥ã£l Éõa¤âš 

ftd¤ij brY¤Jjš)
cocktail (n)	 -	 a mixed drink which is a combination of ingredients such as fruit 

juice, lemonade, flavoured syrup or cream (gy tif gH§fË‹ 

ur§fË‹ fyit)
embarrassment (n)	 -	 a feeling of self-conscious, shame or awkwardness (r§flkhd, 

jLkh‰w¤Jldhd cz®î)
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Sura’s  Smart English  IX Std  Learning the Game 5

emulate (v)	 -	 to match or surpass typically by imitation (xUtUila brŒiffis 

fh¥ãao¤J eo¤J¡ fh£LtJ)
farsightedness (adj.)	 -	 showing a prudent awareness of future possibilities (bjhiyneh¡F 

gh®it)
induction (n)	 -	 the action or process of including someone to an organization 

(xUtiu xU FGÉš nr®¤jš)
kitbag (n)	 -	 a long cylindrical canvas bag, (here) used to carry cricket accessories 

(cUis totkhd fdkhd JÂahyhd ig (»Ç¡bf£ 

cgfuz§fis vL¤J¢ bršy ga‹gLtJ)
mannerisms	 -	 the way of speaking or behaving (xUtÇ‹ ng¢R, el¤ij F¿¤j 

ghtidfŸ)
melee (n)	 -	 a confused crowd of people (FH«ãa ÃiyÆš cŸs T£l«)
nuances (n)	 -	 subtle changes in or shades of meaning, expression, or sound 

(E£gkhd fU¤J¡fŸ)
overawed (v)	 -	 impressed so much that they are silent or inhibited (rÇahf brašgl 

Koahkš ïU¥gJ)
passion (n)	 -	 strong desire (cWâahd ÉU¥g«)
pursue (v)	 -	 follow or chase (ã‹ bjhl®jš)
rigorous (adj.)	 -	 extremely thorough and careful (ÔÉukhf)
stamina (n)	 -	 the ability to sustain or prolonged physical and mental effort 

(â©ikahd clš jFâ)
stride (v)	 -	 a step or stage in progress towards an aim (ïy£áa¤ij neh¡» 

gaÂ¤jš)
transpire (v)	 -	 come to be known / revealed (btË¥gL¤Jjš)

	 Synonyms

Word Synonyms Translation
accept take V‰W¡ bfhŸtJ

career profession ntiy / bjhÊš 

comfortable cozy trâahf

deteriorated became worse Ó®Fiyjš / nkhrkiljš 

early initial Mu«gfhy

embarrassing shameful j®kr§fl« / mtkhd«

evolved devise rÇahf â£lÄLtJ

favourite most liked ão¤jkhd

impact powerful effect ghâ¥ò / Éisî

importance significance K¡»a¤Jt«

inevitably unavoidably jÉ®¡fKoahj

insistence demand tÈíW¤Jjš

invariably always v¥nghJ« 

legend famous person ãugykhdt®

loved desired ÉU«òjš
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Sura’s  Smart English  IX Std  Learning the Game 7

Word Antonyms
rigorous (fLikahd) × easy (vËikahd)

rude (Ku£L¤jdkhf) × kind (fUizíldhd)

safety (ghJfh¥ò) × danger (Mg¤J)

seriously (ÔÉukhf) × lightly (rhjhuzkhf)

strict (f©o¥ghd) × lenient (ïz¡fkhd)

successful (nj®¢á) × unsuccessful (nj®¢ábgwhik)

ultimately (Koî) × initially (Mu«g«)

unreasonable (fhuzk‰wJ) × reasonable (fhuz¤Jl‹)

winning (btšYjš) × losing (njhšÉíWjš)

Textual : IN-Text Questions

	 Who were Sachin's favourite players?
Ans 	 Sachin's favourite players were Sunil Gavaskar and West Indian legend Viv Richards.

	 What was special about Shardashram Vidyamandir in Mumbai?
Ans 	 Shardashram Vidyamandir gave due importance to the game of cricket.

	 What was the opportunity that transformed the life of Sachin?
Ans 	 When the coach Achrekar agreed to let Sachin join the camp, he was delighted. It was an 

opportunity that transformed his life.
	 What sort of conversations did Ajit and Sachin have while travelling?� (QY., & HY. 19)

Ans 	 Ajit and Sachin would talk a lot about the precise changes in batting.

	 What routine did Sachin follow in washing his clothes?
Ans 	 Sachin's routine was to wash his only one set of cricket clothes, as soon as he returned from 

his morning session. He would dry them and would wear them again in the afternoon.  
The pattern was repeated in the evening so that he could use the same set of clothes the 
following morning.

	 What did Achrekar inform Ajit?
Ans 	 Achrekar informed Ajit that Sachin had the potential to be a good cricketer, if he practised 

all the year around.
	 What was the suggestion given by Achrekar to Sachin's father?

Ans 	 Achrekar suggested that Sachin's father should change his son's school. He wanted him 
to come to Shardashram Vidhyamandir, where Achrekar was the cricket coach.

	 What acted as a safety valve?
Ans 	 All of Sachin's excess energies were getting channelled into cricket. This acted as a kind 

of safety valve to him.

	 What did Sachin do during the thirty minute break?
Ans 	 During the thirty-minute break, Achrekar would often give Sachin some money to go 

and have a Vadapav, a popular Mumbai fast food.
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Sura’s  Smart English  IX Std  prose - Unit 18

	 What is the intense 'fifteen minutes' mentioned?
Ans 	 Towards the last fifteen minutes, Achrekar would place a one rupee coin on top of the 

stumps and if Sachin managed to avoid getting out, the coin was his. In this session 
every bowler in the camp, would come and bowl to him with some sixty to seventy boys 
fielding. It meant that he had to hit every ball along the ground to survive those intense 
fifteen minutes.

	 What did Sachin's father do just to make Sachin happy?
Ans 	 Sachin's father would always end up giving Sachin what he wanted just to see him happy.

	 What did embarrass Sachin in the bus?
Ans 	 It was a challenge for Sachin to stand with his kitbag in the bus. The conductors would 

complain about Sachin taking up the space of another passenger. They were often rude to 
him and would sometimes ask him to buy two tickets. This situation was very embarrassing 
to Sachin.

	 What made Sachin forget, to go to the nets?
Ans 	 Sachin felt that playing with his friends at home was such a fun that he would conveniently 

forget to go to the nets.
	 What did Achrekar advise Sachin?

Ans 	 Achrekar would advise Sachin not to waste his time playing disordered games with the kids. 
Cricket was waiting for him at the nets. He should practice hard and see the magic it can show.

Textual : Book-back Questions
A.	 Answer the following questions in one or two sentences.

1.	 What was coach Achrekar's first impression on Sachin?
Ans 	 Achrekar's first impression on Sachin was that he felt he was too young to make the camp.

2.	 Why did Sachin feel that the schedule of the camp was 'rigorous'?
Ans 	 The camp involved a session every morning and evening at Shivaji Park.  

Sachin would practise between 7.30 am and 10.30 am. He would again go in the 
afternoon and practise till late evening. He would be exhausted at the end of the 
day. Thus the schedule was rigorous.

3.	 What did serve as a very personal coaching manual to Sachin?
Ans 	 A note, which was given by his brother Ajit, served as a very personal coaching 

manual. It contained some thoughts about batting.
4.	 Why was Sachin asked to change the school?

Ans 	 Sachin was asked to change the school, as the New English School did not have any 
cricket facilities.

5.	 What was the condition laid down by Sachin's father for changing the school?
Ans 	 The condition laid down by Sachin's father for changing the school was that if 

Sachin was really serious about playing cricket, he would change his school.
6.	 How did the act with the one rupee coin help Sachin become a good cricketer?

Ans 	 Winning the one-rupee coin used to give Sachin immense satisfaction and taught 
him to concentrate even after he was physically drained.

7.	 What did help Sachin build his physical and mental stamina?� (QY. 19)
Ans 	 Sachin was compelled to run two full circuits of Shivaji Park with his pads and 

gloves on. It was a routine he would repeat right through his summer holidays. 
This helped him to build up his physical and mental stamina.
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8.	 Which incident triggered the coach to be angry on Sachin?
Ans 	 Once, Sachin avoided his daily evening practice to watch an inter-school cricket 

match. Least did he expect that his coach would be there. The coach became angry 
with Sachin and told him that people all over the world should watch him play.

9.	 Why do you think Achrekar punished Sachin?
Ans 	 When the coach Achrekar was trying to teach a very important lesson, Sachin was 

inattentive and did not carry out his orders. So he was punished.
10.	 'I owe myself to him' - What does Sachin mean by this?

Ans 	 Had it not been for the coach Ramakant Achrekar, Sachin would not have been 
the cricketer he turned out to be. Achrekar was a strict disciplinarian and did 
everything, he could for Sachin. So Sachin says that he owes his success to Achrekar.

Additional - Short Questions & Answers.
1.	 What did Sachin play from a very early age?

Ans 	 Sachin played tennis ball cricket with his colony friends.
2.	 What did Sachin often try to emulate?

Ans 	 Sachin often tried to imitate (emulate) the mannerisms of his favourite players Sunil 
Gavaskar and Vivian Richards.

3.	 Where was he studying at first?
Ans 	 At first, he was studying in the New English School in Mumbai.

4.	 When did the coach Achrekar start playing cricket?
Ans 	 Ramakant Achrekar started playing cricket at the age of eleven in 1943.

5.	 What was the timing given to Sachin for his practice at Shivaji Park?
Ans 	 The timings were between 7.30 am and 10.30 am in the morning.

6.	 Why did Sachin keep a note, given by his brother all throughout his career?
Ans 	 Sachin kept a note given by his brother carefully, since it contained some thoughts about 

batting and served as a very personal coaching manual.
7.	 How many matches did Sachin play in his first year at Shardarshram?

Ans 	 In the first year at Shardashram, Sachin played fifty-five practice matches during the 
summer break of sixty days.

8.	 What was Sachin's regular demand, while going home with his father?
Ans 	 Sachin would always ask his father to treat him to a special fruit cocktail at a juice centre 

near the club.
9.	 What was a great learning experience for Sachin?	

Ans 	 Taking the bus or train from Bandra to Church gate with a lot of embarrassing moments 
was a great learning experience for Sachin.

Textual : paragraph questions
B.	 Answer the following in a paragraph of 120-150 words:

1.	 'Achrekar was a sincere coach'. Substantiate.� (QY. 19)
Ans 	 Ramakant Achrekar coached young cricketers at Shivaji Park in Mumbai. At the age 

of twelve, Tendulkar would practise for hours and hours at the nets. If he became 
exhausted, Achrekar would put a one rupee coin on top of the stumps and the 
bowler who dismissed Tendulkar would get the coin. If Tendulkar passed the whole 
session without getting dismissed, the coach would give him the coin. Achrekar 

This is Only for Sample, Full Book Order Online or 
Available at All Leading Bookstores

orders@surabooks.com Ph:8124201000/8124301000 

www.su
ra

bo
ok

s.c
om



Sura’s  Smart English  IX Std  prose - Unit 110

used to encourage Sachin at all times and gave him practice thoroughly. Tendulkar 
lauded his contribution to cricket and said his mentor looked after all players really 
well. During the training session, Achrekar worked sincerely and gave rigorous 
training to everyone in the camp. Had it not been for Achrekar, Sachin would 
not have been the cricketer he turned out to be. The coach Achrekar was a strict 
disciplinarian and did everything he could for Sachin.

2.	 Narrate in your own words the hardships underwent by Sachin to become a great 
cricketer.� (HY. 19)
Ans 	 Sachin started playing cricket at the age of eleven in 1984. He was trained at Shivaji 

Park by his coach Ramakant Achrekar, who worked in Shardashram Vidhyamandir. 
He ran summer camps too. Sachin had a vigorous training under him. He would 
practise between 7.30 am and 10.30 am in the morning. Then he would come back 
in the afternoon and practise till evening. The schedule was rigorous and he would 
be exhausted by the end of the day. During the bus journeys, he would have a 
conversation with his brother Ajit about the various changes in batting. He used to 
have only one set of cricket clothes. So he had to wash the set after every session, 
to wear them for his next session. He had to face a lot of embarrassing moments, 
while travelling in the bus to Shivaji Park. There was also an intense fifteen minutes 
training with a one rupee coin by the coach. Though his coach punished him on one 
occasion, the coach contributed a lot to the success of Sachin Tendulkar. Without 
the coach Achrekar, Sachin would not be the cricketer, he turned out to be. Sachin 
says he owes himself to Achrekar.

3.	 Quote the sentences which you find most inspiring from 'Learning the Game'. How do  
they inspire you? Explain.
Ans 	 The game would be most inspiring to the youngsters of today such ones are :  

"All my excess energies were getting channelled into cricket, which acted as a kind 
of safety valve". 'My father always said that all he wanted me to do was give it my 
best effort without worrying about the results'. "Winning the one rupee coin used 
to give me immense satisfaction and taught me how to concentrate even when 
physically drained". "Had it not been for Sir, I would not be the cricketer I turned 
out to be". "I owe myself to him". All these sentences would inspire each and 
everyone who reads this extract as it reveals the determination, the will power, hard 
work and the difficulties undergone by Sachin Tendulkar and his family to achieve 
his goal as a cricketer. His family members also supported him and encouraged 
him throughout his career. The youngsters should learn a lot from this all-rounder.

Additional - Paragraph Questions & Answers.
1.	 Narrate the incident of Sachin's induction into the Mumbai Cricket circuit.

Ans 	 Sachin loved watching cricket on the television. In his games, he often tried to imitate the 
mannerisms of his favourite players. Seeing the interest of Sachin in the game of cricket, his 
brother Ajit took him to Ramakant Achrekar, the cricket coach. When Sachin was asked 
to bat by the coach, he felt nervous and failed to make an impact. His coach told Ajit that 
Sachin was too young to make the camp. He suggested that he should bring him when 
he was a little older. Sachin thought that his induction into the Mumbai cricket circuit 
could have ended in failure. But his brother requested the coach to give Sachin another 
opportunity. He also suggested that the coach should pretend to go away and then watch 
him play from a distance. The coach agreed and asked Sachin to bat again. Sachin felt more 
at ease without his coach near him. So he batted well and was delighted to join in the camp.
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Project
G.	� Your class has to stage a Puppet Show in the Assembly Open Forum on the topic ‘Child Labour’. Divide 

yourselves into groups and discuss the requirements for the presentation like storyline, characters, 
dialogues, choice of puppets and music for the interlude. Now complete the dialogues given below. 
� (QY. 19)

Ans 	 Ramesh	 :	 Let us present a Puppet Show on CHILD LABOUR for our Assembly Open 
Forum.

	 Mohammed	 :	 That is a very good idea! Let us start planning right away.
	 Geetha	 :	 But long talks on the topic would be boring and uninteresting.
	 Leema	 :	 I suggest we begin with the storyline first.
	 Mani	 :	 How do we decide the plot? How many characters can we choose?
	 Ramesh	 :	 We can have around five characters.
	 Mohammed	 :	 What would be the theme of the play?
	 Meena	 :	 We can focus on the problems of poverty and illiteracy as major reasons for 

child labour.
	 Ramesh	 :	 Can we present a puppet - show on the topic? It would really be a novel 

experience for the viewers.
	 Leema	 :	 I am good at making stick puppets. I will make them myself. But I require 

some help. 
	 Mani	 :	 I shall help you with the dolls. Tell me, when can we start our work?
	 Leema	 :	 Thank you, Mani, Let us stay back after the meeting and discuss.
	 Ramesh	 :	 Have something interesting to attract the audience.
	 Meena	 :	 I think we should have some music for the interlude.
	 Geetha	 :	 That would make it really interesting. I will get my music group to start working 

on the tunes for our puppet show. 

H.	 Now you are ready to start writing your script for Bommalattam on 'Child Labour'.

 (To be done by the Students)

Textual Activities - Warm Up

Think of what you would like to do in future. Fill in the spaces. 

Ans My Goals
Timeline Action Plans

2022 From June 2022. I will be studying in +2.

2022 - 2026 I will be studying Civil Engineering Course.

2026 - 2027 I will be studying a Master of Engineering Course.

2027 - 2028 I will start a Civil Construction Company.

2040 Onwards I will form a trust and help the poor students.

  
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Poetic devices at a glance - (fÉij ea§fŸ)

1.	 Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening	 2.	 A Poison Tree
3.	 On Killing a Tree	 4.	 The Spider and the Fly
5.	 The River	 6.	 The Comet
7.	 The Stick-together Families

1.	 Simile	 :	 It is a figure of speech, in which two unlike things are compared, using the words, 
‘like’ or ‘as’. 

			   ïU ntWg£l bghU£fisnah, Éõa§fisnah ‘like’ mšyJ ‘as’ ngh‹w 

th®¤ijfËš x‹iw ga‹gL¤â, neuoahf, x¥ã£L¢ brhštjhF«. 

			   (e.g.)	 �“Your eyes are like the diamond bright” (The eyes of the fly are compared 
with diamond, using the word “like”)       (Poem-4) 

				    �“… but mine are dull as lead!” (The eyes of the spider are compared with 
lead, using the word “as”)           (Poem-4) 

2.	 Metaphor	 :	 It is a figure of speech that makes an implicit, implied, or hidden comparison between 
two things that are unrelated, but which share some common characteristics.

			   ïJî« ïU ntWg£l Éõa§fis x¥ãLtJ jh‹. Mdhš, neuoahf 

ïšyhkš kiwKfkhf x¥ÕL brŒtjhF«. Mfnt ïâš, ‘like’ ‘as’ M»a 

th®¤ijfŸ tuhJ.

			   (e.g.)	 1.	 It’s the old home roof that shelters....              (Poem-7)

				    	 (ï§F “family” v‹gJ “roof ”-¡F kiwKfkhf compare brŒa¥gL»wJ.)

				    2.	 There you find the gladdest play-ground...     (Poem-7) 

					�     (“family” is compared to “gladdest play ground” without the word “like”  
or “as”.)

3.	 Alliteration	 :	 Repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words, in the same line.
			   xnu tÇÆYŸs gy th®¤ijfË‹ Kjš vG¤J xnu consonant xÈahf 

âU«g¤âU«g xÈ¤J tUjš.

			   (e.g.)	� “Sweet creature!” said the Spider,	 -	� ‘s’ is repeated : “sweet - spider” 	
are alliterated words.      (Poem 4) 

				    “You’re witty and you’re wise,”	 -	� ‘w’ is repeated : “witty - wise” 	
are alliterated words.      (Poem 4)

			   (M§»y vG¤J¡fËš a, e, i, o, u M»a 5 vG¤J¡fis¤ jÉu, Ûâ 21 

vG¤J¡fS« consonant xÈia¤ jU«. mt‰WŸ xnu consonant vG¤ij 

Kjyhtjhf bfh©l words alliterated words. ït‰¿‹ xÈ (c¢rÇ¥ò) xnu 

khâÇ ïU¡f nt©L«. Cheese, Cutting v‹gâš C-consonant v‹whY«, 

ïit Ó°, f£o§ v‹W xÈ¥gjhš, alliterated words MfhJ.)

4.	 Consonance	 :	 Repetition of similar consonant sounds in the neighbouring words. It is used to 
refer to the repetition of sounds at the end of the word, but also refers to repeated 
sounds in the middle of a word.

			   th®¤ijÆ‹ ïWâahfnth, eLÉnyh, consonant xÈ, âU«g¤ âU«g tUjš

Poem

This is Only for Sample, Full Book Order Online or 
Available at All Leading Bookstores

orders@surabooks.com Ph:8124201000/8124301000 

www.su
ra

bo
ok

s.c
om



21

			   (e.g.)	 1.	� T’is the prettiest little parlour that ever you did spy; - repetition of the “t,” 
sound. parlour, ever : repetition of the “r” sound.     (Poem 4)

				    2.	� For who goes up your winding stair - repetition of the “r” sound.    
� (Poem 4)

5.	 Assonance	 :	 Repetition of similar vowel (a, e, i, o, u) sounds in the neighbouring words.
			   xnu tÇÆš cÆbuG¤J xÈ, th®¤ijÆ‹ eLnt, âU«g¤ âU«g tUjš.

			   (e.g.)	 1.	� T’is the prettiest little parlour that ever you did spy; - repetition of the 
“i” sounds.    (Poem 4)

				    2.	� “There are pretty curtains drawn around; - repetition of the “aw” 
sounds.    (Poem 4)

6.	 Anaphora	 :	 Repetition of a certain word or phrase at the beginning of successive lines, or 
repetition of a word or a phrase at the beginning of a sequence of sentences, 
paragraphs and lines. 

			   mL¤jL¤j tÇfË‹ Mu«g¤âš xnu th®¤ij âU«g¤ âU«g tUtJ. 

mšyJ, xnu tÇÆ‹ Mu«g th®¤ij mnj tÇÆš âU«g tUtJ. 

			   (e.g.)	 1.	 Sea that line hath never sounded, 
			�   Sea that sail hath never rounded. - repetition at the beginning of 

successive lines.     (Poem 5)

		  2.	� How handsome are your gauzy wings, how brilliant are your eyes! - 
repetition of the word “how” at the beginning of two successive phrases.      
� (Poem 4)

7.	 Personification	 :	 An inanimate object or abstraction is given human qualities or abilities. 
(i.e.) Giving human qualities to non-living things.

			   Éy§F, gwit ngh‹w cÆUŸs bghU£fS¡F«, ku«, bro 

ngh‹w jhtu§fS¡F«, Ãy«, Ú®, åL ngh‹w cÆu‰witfS¡F«, 

k‰W« kÅj¥ g©ò ïšyhj vªj Éõa¤â‰F«, kÅj¥ 

g©òfis¡ bfhL¤J¢ brhštJ. 

			   (e.g.): 	 It’s the stick-together family that wins the joys of earth. � (Poem 7)

			   	� (“wins” bt‰¿Æiljš - kÅjU¡F cÇa g©ò. ï§F “family” -¡F 

mJ brhšy¥gL»wJ.)

8.	 Imagery	 :	 It means to use figurative language to represent objects, actions, and ideas 
in such a way that it appeals to our physical senses. 

			   gh®¤jš, nf£lš, bjhLjš, Rit¤jš, Ef®jš M»a IªJ 

cz®îfËš Vnjh X® cz®it <®¡F« tifÆš, bghU£fŸ, 

brašfŸ, v©z§fis th®¤ijahš F¿¥ãLtJ.

			   (e.g.)	 1.	 yellow pebbles....      (Poem 5)

				    2.	 That hears the sweetest music...     (Poem 7)

9.	 Epithet	 :	 It is an adjective or phrase expressing a quality or attribute regarded as 
characteristic of the person or the thing mentioned. 

			   xU egÇ‹ mšyJ xU object-‹ áw¥ò¤ j‹ikia btË¥gL¤J« 

Éjkhf brhšy¥gL»w th®¤ij (adjective).

			   (e.g.)	 Little river. ....    (Poem 5) 
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Unit 1
Stopping by woods
on a snowy evening

— Robert Frost

About the Author

Robert Frost (1874 - 1963) was an American poet. He is well known for his realistic 
description of rural life. He received 4 Pulitzer prizes for poetry. He became a poetic force. 
He is known as the unofficial Poet Laureate of the US. Some of his famous works are  
The Road Not Taken, West Running Brook, Mending Wall, After Apple Picking etc.

Poem

Summary

Once the poet happened to travel through the dense woods, on his horse. It was a cold 
evening with heavy snowfall. Enchanted by the beauty of the woods, the poet suddenly stopped to 
admire the scene of the woods being covered with snow. The poet seemed to know to whom the 
woods belonged. He also guessed that the owner of the woods must be residing at the village and 
would not know that the poet had halted at his woods enjoying the snowfall there. The poet’s horse 
too must have been equally puzzled at this sudden pause at a place where there was no farmhouse 
or resting area. It happened to be the darkest evening of the year. Hence the horse shook his 
harness bells, as if to enquire if the poet had halted by mistake or to set right any sudden problem.  
There was total silence all around, except for the gentle sound of the breeze blowing, carrying with 
it snowflakes.

Though captivated by the splendid beauty of the lovely, dense and dark woods, the poet 
could not remain there for long, as he had to travel over a long distance, covering many miles.  
Further, he had to fulfil many promises or carry out many duties before his daily sleep or the 
eternal one. Perhaps the poet is reminded of his unfulfilled duties and responsibilities that he had 
to carry out before his tenure on earth ended. Hence he, with regret, realises that he had to keep 
continuing his journey and could not rest before fulfilling his duties in life.
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Paraphrases of the Poem Stanzas

Stanza No. Poem Stanza Paraphrase

1

Whose woods these are I think I know.    
His house is in the village though;
He will not see me stopping here
To watch his woods fill up with snow.

The poet seems to know the owner of the woods. 
The owner must be residing in the village.  
He does not know that the author has stopped in 
the woods. To watch snow engulf the woods.

2

My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near
Between the woods and frozen lake
The darkest evening of the year.

The poet’s horse must have thought it strange. 
To stop abruptly at a place where there is no 
farmhouse between the woods and the lake that is 
frozen with snow. On an evening which happens to 
be the darkest one of the year

3

He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake.
The only other sound’s the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake.

The horse expresses his surprise by shaking 
his harness bells as if to know whether there is 
anything wrong with the situation. The only other 
sound that could be heard is the blowing of the 
breeze and the fall of snowflakes.

4

The woods are lovely, dark and deep.
But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before I sleep,
And miles to go before I sleep.

The woods are attractive, very dark and dense. But 
the poet cannot stop there, as he has many promises 
to fulfil. He has to achieve much more in life before 
his sleep. and has to fulfil many ambitions before 
his sleep - the everyday sleep or the eternal one.

Mind Map

Robert Frost

Travelled through 
dense forest

Had to fulfil his promises 
before his death

Enchanted by the beauty 
of woodsTo carry out many duties

Shook its harness bell as a 
reminder to go

The poet captivated by 
the beauty of woods

The horse was puzzled 
by the halt

Started moving to travel 
a long distance

Stopped to admire itTo fulfil many promises

Glossary
downy (adj)	 -	 soft and fluffy (bk‹ikahd k‰W« gŠRngh‹w)
flake (n)	 -	 a small piece of snowflake (gÅ¤JfË‹ áW¤J©L)
frozen (adj)	 -	 in ice form (gÅ tot«)
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harness (n)	 -	 straps and fittings by which a horse is fastened to a cart or carriage  
(xU t©oíl‹ Fâiuia¡ f£Ltj‰fhd g£ilfŸ)

queer (adj)	 -	 strange, odd (Éá¤âukhd)
sweep (v)	 -	 to move swiftly and smoothly (Éiuthfî« R_fkhfî« åRjš)
woods (n)	 -	 an area of land covered with a thick growth of trees. (ku§fŸ ml®ªj 

fh£L¥gFâ)
Gist of Stanza 1	 :	 While riding deep into the woods, the poet seems to know who the owner 

is. He states that the owner lives in a house in the village. Perhaps the owner 
is not aware of the poet travelling into his woods, or stopping there to watch 
snow covering the woods.

Stanza 2	 :	 The poet’s little horse must think it strange to stop midway, without a 
farmhouse nearby, between the woods and a frozen lake. The evening is the 
darkest one of the year. So it is queer that they have stopped now.

Stanza 3	 :	 Perhaps to know its owner’s intention, or to catch his attention, the horse 
sounds its harness bell by shaking his head. The only other sounds heard 
in the vicinity are the sweep of the wind and the fall of snow.

Stanza 4	 :	 The woods are lovely, dark and deep. The poet cannot afford to spend more 
time admiring the beauty and the calm atmosphere prevailing there, as he 
has many more important goals to achieve in life, before it comes to an end.

Textual Questions
B.	 Read the following lines and answer the following questions.

1.	 He will not see me stopping here   
	 To watch his woods fill up with snow.   

	 a)	 Whom does ‘he’ refer to? ⊗� (QY. 19)
Ans 	 ‘He’ refers to the owner of the woods.

	 b)	 Identify the season in these lines. ⊗� (QY. 19)
Ans 	 It is the winter season.

2.	 My little horse must think it queer   
	 To stop without a farmhouse near  

	 a)	 Who is the speaker?
Ans 	 The poet Robert Frost is the speaker.

	 b)	 Why should  the horse think it queer?
Ans 	� There is no farmhouse near and it is night time, the woods are dark. So the 

horse might think it strange to stop there.
	 c)	 Pick out the rhyming words.

Ans 	 queer - near
3.	 He gives his harness bells a shake   
	 To ask if there is some mistake.

	 a)	 Whom does ‘he’ refer to in these lines?
Ans 	 ‘He’ refers to the horse.

	 b)	 Why does ‘he’ give his harness bells a shake?
Ans 	� He shakes the harness bells as if he is asking the poet whether there was any 

mistake in stopping at the wrong place. 
	 c)	 How does the horse communicate with the poet?

Ans 	� The horse communicates with the poet by shaking his harness bells.
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4.	 The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
	 But I have promises to keep,
	 a)	 How are the woods?� (QY. 19)

Ans 	 The woods are lovely, dark and dense.
	 b)	 Whom does ‘I’ refer to?� (QY. 19)

Ans 	 I refers to the poet, Robert Frost.
	 c)	 What are the promises the speaker is talking about?

Ans 	 Duties and responsibilities in life are referred to as promises.
5.	 And miles to go before I sleep,  
	 And miles to go before I sleep.
	 a)	 Why the poet has used the same line twice?

Ans 	� In order to emphasize the fact that he has to fulfil his duties and responsibilities 
before his death, the poet has used the same line twice.

	 b)	 Explain: miles to go before I sleep.
Ans 	 Miles to go refers to leading the rest of his life until his death.

Additional - Poem Comprehension.
1.	 Whose woods these are I think I know.
	 His house is in the village though;

(a)	 What does the poet seem to know?
Ans 	 The poet seems to know the person to whom the woods belonged.

(b)	 Who lives in the village?
Ans 	 The owner of the woods resides in a house in the village.

2.	 Between the woods and frozen lake
	 The darkest evening of the year.

(a)	 Where has the horse stopped?
Ans 	 The horse has stopped at a spot between the woods and the frozen lake.

(b)	 Describe the evening of travel.
Ans 	 It was the darkest evening of the year. 

3.	 The only other sound’s the sweep
Of easy wind and downy flake.
The woods are lovely, dark and deep.
But I have promises to keep,

(a)	 What sound does the poet hear?
Ans 	 The poet hears the sound caused by the horse shaking his harness bells.

(b)	 What is meant by downy flake?
Ans 	 ‘Downy flake’ means soft and fluffy piece of snowflake.

Additional - Poetic Devices Questions.

1.	 Whose woods these are I think I know.
	 His house is in the village though;
	 He will not see me stopping here
	 To watch his woods fill up with snow.
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Unit 1 supplementary

the envious neighbour
            — A Japanese Folk Tale

Short Summary

An honest man lived with his wife. They had a pet dog, which they used to feed with fish and 
tit-bit from their own kitchen. One day, when the couple went to work in their garden, their dog 
stopped at a place and started to bark. When the couple dug that place, they found gold and silver 
pieces being buried there. They gathered the treasure and after giving alms to the poor, bought 
themselves rice-fields and corn-fields and became wealthy people.

Their neighbours, who were a stingy old couple, envied them and borrowed their dog to see 
if they could find any treasure with the help of the dog. They led the dog out into the garden. It 
walked along the garden without any barking for a long time. At last, the dog stopped at a certain 
spot and began to sniff. They hastily dug the spot, but found only dirt and nasty things. Furious at 
being disappointed, the old couple killed the dog.

When the good old man came to know that his dog was buried at the root of a pine tree, with 
a heavy heart, he burnt incense and adorned the grave with flowers. That night, the dog appeared 
to him in his sleep and instructed him to cut down the pine tree where it was buried, make it into a 
mortar and to use it, thinking of it, as if it were the dog itself. The old man did, as he was told to do, 
but when he ground his rice in it, each grain of rice turned into some rich treasure.

Seeing this, the wicked couple borrowed the mortar. But as soon as they used it, all their rice 
turned into filth. So, in anger, they broke it and burnt it. 

One night, the dog appeared again to the old man in his dream. It told him to sprinkle the 
ashes of the burnt mortar on withered trees. The trees would revive and bloom with flowers. He 
obeyed the dog, as instructed, bringing the dead trees to life. A certain prince utilised his power 
and gave him a rich reward. But the envious neighbours got thrashing from the guards of the 
prince, when they tried to do the same act. Finally, when the good old couple heard of this, they 
sent for the neighbours and gave them a share of their own riches. After this, the wicked people 
mended their ways and led good and virtuous lives ever after.

The Main Characters are : 	 The good old couple and the wicked couple
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Mind Map

An honest man and his wife 
lived with a pet dog.

Dead trees began to blossom - 
Prince gave him rich rewards. 

Dog again appeared in dream 
- honest man to take the ashes 
of burnt mortar - sprinkled on 

withered. 

Dog went to the garden - 
stopped at a place - barked.

The neighbour also collected 
the ashes - went to the prince’s 

palace - scattered the ashes.

Wicked couple borrowed the 
mortar - their rice turned into 

filth - broke it - burned it.

No treasure found -dissatisfied 
- killed the dog.

The honest couple - sent for 
them - reproved them - gave them 

a share of their riches - wicked 
couple mended their ways.

The honest man felt sad 
about the death of 

his pet.

Envious Neighbour - 
borrowed the dog - led into 

the garden - dog stopped at a 
spot - sniffed.

Envious old man was beaten by 
the servants of the prince.

Dog appeared in dream - 
suggested to make a mortar.

The couple dug there - found 
gold and silver - They became 

wealthy.

Ashes flew into the prince’s eyes 
- choked him - dead trees didn’t 

blossom.

Old man ground his rice in 
Mortar - Each grain of rice 

turned into treasure.

Glossary
covetous (adj.)	 -	� having or showing a great desire to possess something belonging to  

someone else (nguhtš bfh©l) 

mortar (n)	 -	 A hard, strong bound in which substances are crushed to powder (fhiu)

obliged (v)	 -	� make (someone) legally or morally bound to do something  

(flikg£oU¤jš)

tit-bit (n)	 -	 a small piece of tasty food (czî JQ¡FfŸ)

wagging (n)	 - 	� moving or causing to move rapidly to and fro (nkY« ÑGkhf  

mir¤jš)

withered (v)	 -	 become dry and shriveled (ky®fŸ câ®ªJ ÉLjš)

Textual Questions
A.	 Identify the character or speaker of the following lines.

1.	 They gathered the treasure.� (QY. 19)       [ Ans  The honest old couple]
2.	 The pine tree under which I am buried, to be cut down and made into a mortar.�

� [ Ans  The dog to the good old man]
3.	 They dug, and found nothing but a quantity of dirt and nasty offal.�

� [ Ans  The envious neighbours]
4.	 He had not to wait long before he was called into the prince’s palace, and ordered to exhibit 

his power.� [ Ans  The envious old man]
5.	 BOW, WOW, WOW!� (QY. 19)              [ Ans  The dog]
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B.	 Based on your understanding of the story, choose the right answers from the given 
options.
1.	 The old farmer and his wife loved the dog

(a)	 because it helped them in their day-to-day work.
(b)	 as if it was their own baby.
(c)	 as they were kind to all living beings.� [ Ans  (b) as if it was their own baby]

2.	 When the old couple became rich, they
(a)	 gave the dog better food.	 (b) 	 invited their greedy neighbours to a feast.
(c)	 lived a comfortable life and were generous towards their poor neighbours.
� [ Ans  (c) lived a comfortable life and were generous towards their poor neighbours]

3.	 The greedy couple borrowed the mortar to make.� (QY. 19)
(a)	 rich pastry and bean sauce.	 (b)	 magic ash to win rewards.
(c)	 a pile of gold.� [ Ans  (c) a pile of gold]

C.	 Answer the following questions in a paragraph of about 80 to 100 words.
1.	 The old farmer was a kind person. Justify the statement with suitable examples from 

the story.
Ans  	 The old farmer was a kind man. He helped the poor and the needy with what he 

had. He had a pet dog, which they used to feed with fish and tit-bit from their 
kitchen. One day, when their dog helped them in getting wealth, they did not take 
all for themselves. But gave alms to the poor and then bought for themselves rice 
fields and corn-fields. When his neighbour killed his dog, he did not scold him. 
He just wept for his pet, kept some food, burnt incense and adorned its grave 
with flowers. He also showed his kindness to his envious neighbours, as they were 
distressed, by giving them a share of his own riches.

2.	 How did the dog help the farmer even after its death?
Ans  	 The dog appeared in his dream, and told him to cut the pine tree, make it into a 

mortar and use it, thinking of it, as if it were the dog itself. The old man did as was 
told. When he ground his rice in it, each grain turned into some rich treasure. 

3.	 Why did the Prince reward the farmer but punish the neighbour for the same act?
Ans  	 The prince rewarded the farmer because he made all the withered plum and cherry 

trees in the palace to shoot out and put forth flowers. So the prince was happy 
with his magical powers and sent him home rejoicing with plenty of presents. 
Whereas the neighbour of the good old man was punished  because he couldn’t 
perform the act of reviving the trees, after scattering the ashes on them. The ashes 
flew into the prince’s eyes and mouth, blinding and choking him. So the guards 
caught him and beat him almost to death. 

4.	 Bring out the difference between two neighbours with suitable examples to support 
your view.
Ans  	 The old farmer was an honest and a kind person. He showed kindness to everyone 

and helped the needy at all times. But his neighbour was an envious person.  
He was covetous and a stingy old man. These qualities of the two neighbours were 
clearly shown in the story, when they nursed the dog. The good old man fed it 
with fish and tit-bit from his own kitchen. But when the dog was borrowed for 
a few days by his neighbour, he prepared a great feast for it not out of concern 
but to flatter it to show them the place of wealth. Earlier, the dog had received 
nothing but cuffs and kicks from this wicked man. When the dog did not help the 
wicked man, he killed it. The wicked did a lot of misdeeds to the good  old farmer.  
Yet they forgave him and his wife and gave them a share of their own riches. 
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Additional - Paragraph Question & Answer.
Develop the hints and write a short story.
1.	 Old couple- dog- dug- treasure – neighbour- borrowed- killed-  dug –pine tree- mortar- 

rice- gold – neighbour- rice- foul-smelling – burnt –ashes- sprinkled –withered leaves- 
blossom- prince –gifted – neighbour – thrashed.

(OR)
	 Old people - village - honest - work in their fields - the neighbouring house - covetous - 

stingly old couple - borrowed - whatever they wanted - killed the dog - that night the dog 
appeared - thanking old man - made the pine tree - mortar - he ground his rice - turned 
into rich treasure - Wicked old couple - borrowed the mortar - rice turned into filth - broke 
the mortar - burnt it - Again dog appeared - dream - take the ashes - sprinkle on withered 
trees - revive - put out flowers. � (HY. 19)

Ans  	 An old childless couple loved their dog. One day, it dug in the garden, and they found a box 
of treasure there. A neighbour thought the dog must be able to find treasure, and managed 
to borrow the dog. When it dug in his garden, there was only filth, and he killed it. He told 
the couple that the dog had just dropped dead. They grieved and buried it under the pine 
tree where they had found the treasure. One night, the dog’s master dreamed that the dog 
told him to chop down the tree and make a mortar from it. He told his wife, who said they 
must do as the dog asked. When they did, the rice put into the mortar turned into gold. 
The neighbour borrowed it, but the rice turned to foul-smelling berries, and he and his 
wife smashed and burned the mortar. That night, in a dream, the dog told his master to 
take the ashes and sprinkle them on certain cherry trees. When he did, the cherry trees 
came into bloom, and the Prince marvelled and gave him many gifts. The neighbour tried 
to do the same, but the ashes blew into the prince’s eyes, so he thrashed him. 

Textual Questions

D.	 Refer to what happens in the folktale and complete the story with the help of the 
hints given in the mind map. ⊗

(1) �There lived an honest man with his wife, who had a favourite 
_______ got a treasure.

(2) �There dwelt a covetous and stingy old man and woman ____.

(3) The wicked old couple seized the dog, and _____

(4) They broke the mortar _______

(5) They collected all the ashes that remained ______

Ans  	 1.	 dog and with its help they	 2.	 in the neighbourhood.
	 3.	 killed it.	 4.	 and burnt it.
	 5.	 and put them in a basket.
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OLD MAN RIVER
— Dorothy Deming

Unit 3 Prose 
(Drama) 

summary
One late afternoon in March it was a rainy day. The rains were very heavy. It worsened and the 

bridges seem to be flooded. Amy Betty and Rose watched the heavy rain and heard from their mother 
that she wouldn’t come back home since the rain was heavy. Jim joins the three children at home. 
Amy’s father was in Chicago. The children decide to stay indoors. They fill fresh water in containers. 
They have lanterns and candles ready for a shut down of electricity. Telephones stop working.  
Each takes responsibility for cooking, food, blankets and coats. They expect the dam to give 
away anytime. Sara, Rose’s sister is caught in the playhouse porch. Jim saves her. As Jim was wet, 
they decide to give Dad’s warm clothes to him. The river kept on rising. Jim decides to show the 
flashlight from the roof. An hour later, without any light, all the children try to keep them safe.  
Amy decides to save father’s books and mother’s jewel case. Jim says water and food are more important.  
By then Mr. Peters and Miss. Marsh a nurse, come for their rescue in a boat. Water is everywhere.  
By then Sara falls off the step ladder and hurts her knee. She is brought on to the boat. She is taken 
to the emergency Red Cross Hospital. Jim and Amy stay and send the others in the rescue boat.  
Jim and Amy decide to wait on the roof. Miss. Marsh relieves Sara’s pain. Jim and Amy sip their 
coffee feeling happy about their Disaster Committee from the Red Cross. 

The Main Characters are : 	 Amy Marshall (17), Betty Marshall	 :	 Sisters
	 Jim Hall (17)		  :	 Neighbour
	 Rose Field (16), Sara Field (9)	 :	 Sisters
	 Mr. Peters		  :	 Member Red Cross
	 Penny Marsh 		  :	 Red Cross Nurse
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Mind Map

Rainy Day in March

Mr. Peter and Miss. Marsh 
rescue them in a boat

Army, Betty, Rose and Jim 
decide to stay indoors

Jim shows flashlight for help

Miss. Marsh relieves Sara’s pain

They feel happy about Disaster 
Committee (Red Cross)

Rose’s sister, Sara caught -  
play house porch - Jim saves

Each one take responsibility to 
do some work

Shut down of electricity and 
telephones stopped working

The river kept rising

Glossary
cloud burst (n)	 -	 a sudden violent rainstorm (nkf bto¥ò)
gasp (v)	 -	� catch one’s breath with an open mouth, owing to pain or astonishment 

(M¢rÇa¤â‹ fhuzkhf, âwªj thahš xU tÈ¥ò _¢R ão¥gJ)
hark (v)	 -	 listen, pay attention (ftd« brY¤Jjš)
lantern (n)	 -	� a lamp with a transparent case protecting the flame or electric bulb, and 

typically with a handle by which it may be carried or hung (if¥ãoíl‹ 

Toa xU És¡F)
pickaback (n)	 -	� a piggyback ride, on the back and shoulders of another person  

(xUtÇ‹ KJ»š ï‹bdhUtiu ö¡» tUjš)
pitcher (n)	 -	 a large jug (xU bgÇa #ho)
shudder (v)	 -	� shiver typically as a result of fear or revulsion (ga¤jhš eL§Fjš)
splint (n)	 -	� a long flat object used as a support for a broken bone so that the bone stays in 

a particular position while it heals (cilªj vY«ò¡F K£LbfhL¡F« 

Úskhd j£ilahd bghUŸ)
stamping (v)	 -	� bringing down (one’s foot) heavily on the ground (fhiy jiuÆš 

mG¤jkhf C‹Wjš)
thumping (v)	 -	� hitting and striking heavily, especially with fist or a blunt instrument  

(if KZoahš mšyJ xU kG§»a bghUshš X§»ao¥gJ)
wink (v)	 -	� close and open one eye quickly, shine or flash intermittently (f©áÄ£Ljš)

	 Synonyms

Word Synonyms Translation
awful unpleasant Äfnkhr«

commission supply (Ä‹rhu¤ij) tH§Fjš

cut off act of stopping J©o¤jš

disaster destruction mÊî

drags pulls ïG¤jš
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Word Antonyms
perfectly (rÇahf) × imperfectly (rÇašyhj)

raise (ca®î) × lower (jhœî)

rescued (Û£ò elto¡if) × trapped (á¡Fjš)

safe (ghJfh¥ò) × unsafe (Mg¤J)

scared (m¢r¥gLjš) × bold (ijÇakhŒ ïU¤jš)

shining (Ä‹Djš) × dark (ïU©L ïU¤jš)

soberly (ÔÉukhf) × lightly (bk‹ikahf)

wraps (kiw¥ò) × unwraps (kiw¥ãšyhj)

Textual : IN-Text Questions

Scene 1

Discuss with your partner and answer the following questions.

1.	 What were the girls doing in the living room?
Ans 	 The girls were sitting and knitting in the living room. Betty was looking at pictures in a 

magazine.

2.	 Why was Mother not able to come home? ⊗
Ans 	 Amy’s mother took Dick to the dentist’s and was going to stop at Mrs. Brant’s for a recipe 

on her way home. So she was not able to come home.

3.	 How did Jim want the girls to ‘get organised’?
Ans 	 Jim asked the girls to get organized. He asked Betty to look up her flashlight, candles, 

lamps, lanterns. He asked Rose to fill the tubs and pails and Amy and he will check on 
food, blankets and coats. He asked them to get the first aid kit, quickly.

4.	 Which two important things did Jim want the girls to do to avoid getting scared?
Ans 	 Jim wanted the girls not to let the others know how scared they were. Secondly, he wanted 

all the necessary things like food, water, blankets, coats and lights to be brought. 

5.	 Where did Jim want the girls to climb up? How was it going to help them?
Ans 	 Jim suggested the girls that they could climb into the attic and onto the roof.  

It might help them staying away from the flood before it reached them. 

6.	 Who went to get Sara? Where was she?
Ans 	 Jim went to get Sara. She was in the playhouse porch. 

Scene 2

Discuss with your partner and answer the following questions.

1.	 What were the important objects that the girls and Jim try to move to the attic? Why?
Ans 	 Food, water, father’s books and mother’s jewel case were moved to the attic.  

They did so because the water was rising. 

2.	 Who came to rescue the children?
Ans 	 Tom Peters and Miss. Marsh from the Red Cross came to rescue the children. 
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3.	 What happened to Sara?
Ans 	 Sara had fallen off the step ladder and hurt her right leg just below the knee. 

4.	 Who is Miss Marsh? How does she help Sara?
Ans 	 Miss. Marsh is a nurse from the Red Cross. She tries to fix Sara’s right leg which was 

badly hurt. Miss. Marsh consoles Sara who cries with pain. She decides to carry Sara, 
with pillows and umbrella to put her safely in the boat. 

5.	 Who were taken in the boat? Who were left behind? ⊗
Ans 	 Sara, Rose and Betty were taken in the boat. Jim and Amy were left behind. 

6.	 How does Red Cross help the children? ⊗
Ans 	 Red Cross helps the children by taking them in the boat that had all the needs like food, 

lanterns and the rescue team.

Textual : Book-back Questions
A.	 Based on your understanding of the play, choose the correct answer and fill in the 

blanks.

1.	 The radio announced that _____________. ⊗
(a)	 the river was above flood stage.	(b)	 the Burnet Dam had given way.
(c)	 there will be a cloud burst.	 (d)	 there will be a cyclone.�
� [ Ans  (a) the river was above flood stage]

2.	 Mother couldn’t get home from Mrs. Brant’s because _____________.
(a)	 it was raining heavily.
(b)	 the bridges between home and the town were under water.
(c)	 there was an emergency at Mrs. Brant’s house.
(d)	 she has broken her leg.�
� [ Ans  (b) the bridges between home and the town were under water]

3.	 The Burnett Dam gave away as _____________.
(a)	 it rained for days.
(b)	 the dam was weak.
(c)	 it rained heavily and the snow was melting.
(d)	 the maintenance was poor.� [ Ans  (c) it rained heavily and the snow was melting]

4.	 There was no power because _____________.
(a)	 the power house was out of commission.
(b)	 the power house was flooded.
(c)	 the dam gave away.
(d)	 there was fire.� [ Ans  (a) the power house was out of commission]

5.	 Why did they splint up Sara’s leg with pillows?
(a)	 She was unconscious out of fear.
(b)	 She had broken her leg below the knee.
(c)	 She was too lazy to walk.
(d)	 She was making a fuss.� [ Ans  (b) She has broken her leg below the knee]

This is Only for Sample, Full Book Order Online or 
Available at All Leading Bookstores

orders@surabooks.com Ph:8124201000/8124301000 

www.su
ra

bo
ok

s.c
om



Sura’s  Smart English  IX Std  Drama - Unit 382

B.	� Fill the word web with words related to natural disasters. One example is done for 
you.
Ans 	

Natural Disasters

Collapse

burning

floods

demolition

fire

electrocution

submergencedestruction

C.	 Imagine a situation where your house is surrounded by water and answer the 
following.
i.	 What health hazards are caused when water stagnates around your place?

Ans 	 During the floods in Chennai in 2015, our entire house was surrounded by knee-
deep water on all sides. We found it difficult to wade through the water and go in 
and out. Sewage water got mixed with the floodwater. People in the neighbourhood 
developed high fever and infectious diseases. Some suffered from diarrhoea and 
other water-borne diseases. Mosquitoes started breeding in the dirty water. It was 
a horrible period of pollution, sickness and constant cold. 

ii.	 When there is a power shutdown for long hours during floods, what will you do?
Ans 	 I would rather consider the power-cut a boon, as I would find time to spend with my 

family. When there is no power supply, I would help my parents pump water from 
a pipe in the street and carry the pots home. I would gather my family members 
together and we would sit together and play cards, indoor games, sing songs, narrate 
incidents that took place in school and so on. Instead of fretting and cursing, I would 
regard things in an optimistic manner and utilise the situation to my benefit. 

iii.	 What precautions would you take if there is an announcement about flooding in your 
area?
Ans 	 We should choose a place that is higher than ground level, so that water does not 

enter the houses. We should be prepared to leave the house at any time and collect 
our valuables so that they can be preserved in a safer place. We should turn off the 
main switches and should not use electrical equipment, to avoid electric shock. We 
should stay away from phone lines and electrical wires, to avoid electrocution.

D.	 List out the Human activities which have an impact on nature. Complete the tabular 
column. One is done for you.
Ans Human Activities Impact on Nature

1.	 Dumping of toxic waste into oceans Affects marine life
2.	 Using of aerosol and air conditioner Pollutes the air.
3.	 Encroaching in forest area Reduction of trees and vegetation.
4.	 Disposal of non-bio degradable wastes Pollutes the earth, makes land toxic.
5.	� Emission of smoke from industries and 

vehicles 
Pollutes the lungs, harmful for health.

  
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On Killing a Tree
— Gieve Patel

Unit 3

About the Author

Dr. Gieve Patel (born 18 August 1940) is an Indian poet, playwright, painter, as well as 
a practising physician/doctor based in Mumbai. Patel belongs to a group of writers who 
have subscribed themselves to the ‘Green Movement’ which is involved in an effort to 
protect the environment. His poems speak of deep concerns for nature and expose man’s 
cruelty to it. Patel’s works include ‘Poems’ (1966), How Do You Withstand Body (1976) and 
Mirrored Mirroring (1991). He has also written three plays titled Princes, Savaska, and  
Mr. Behram. 

Summary

“On Killing a Tree” written by Gieve Patel literally describes the difficulty of cutting down a 
tree. On another level, the poet writes about nature and the sturdiness and longevity of the tree. 
Only man would want to fell the tree. 

The third-person narration describes the tree graphically comparing the bark to a leper’s 
skin and sores. Because it has lived for so long, the tree has deep roots which enable it to recoup 
from attacks by the axe. The attitude of the poet seems neutral, but on closer examination of his 
vocabulary choice, he casts a sardonic look on the cutting down of an important part of nature. 

The tree has grown slowly consuming the earth, rising out of it, feeding upon its crust, 
absorbing Years of sunlight, air, water. When the tree is small, it takes only a little area to live. After 
time passes, the tree takes more room through its feeding from the earth, the sun, the oxygen, and 
water. To the environmentalist, the man who cuts the tree hacks at and chops it, irritating the tree 
on the surface; however, this will not bring down the tree. The watcher feels the pain of the tree as 
the bark gives off the sap which produces little trees that will sprout if nothing stops their growth. 

Poem
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Stanza 
No. Poem Stanza Paraphrase

3

No,
The root is to be pulled out –
Out of the anchoring earth;
It is to be roped, tied,
And pulled out – snapped out
Or pulled out entirely,
Out from the earth-cave,
And the strength of the tree exposed
The source, white and wet,
The most sensitive, hidden
For years inside the earth.

In this stanza, the poet explains how a tree could 
be killed. He says to kill a tree its root has to be 
pulled out. The root, which is the source of a tree’s 
life, must be pulled out of its cave, in order to 
mortally harm the tree. By ‘earth-cave’ the poet 
means the point, deep inside the earth, where the 
root is attached. Once the centre, the life source- 
the root is exposed, the tree becomes vulnerable. 
The source is described as white and wet, probably 
alluding to tree sap which is a white liquid.
‘earth-cave’- the earthbed, underground, where the root was firmly 
attached
‘source, white and wet’- the root of the tree containing sap, which 
is a white liquid and is made up of all the important nutrients and 
chemicals necessary to sustain it.

4

Then the matter

Of scorching and choking

In sun and air,

Browning, hardening,

Twisting, withering,

And then it is done.

The exposed life source, which when left open to 
the sun and air, will be scorched due to the heat 
and the air won’t be able to reach the scorched 
places to relieve it of the heat. Slowly, it will start 
to become brown, with all the softness fading out 
leaving a hard, lifeless remainder behind. With 
time, it will start to wither, become dry and bent 
out of shape, leaving a corpse where a tree used 
to be. In short, the exposure will leave the root 
vulnerable to all vagaries of weather, which will 
ultimately weaken the tree and kill it.
‘scorching’- burning at a high intensity

‘withering’- waning; fading from life

Mind Map

A lot of work to root it out 
completely

Tree - grown strong 
with sunlight, water and 

nutrients of soil

Even the bark has leaves

Only then - completely 
killed

Then be exposed to 
sunlight and heat

Take out its roots 
completely to kill it

Killing a Tee
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Glossary
crust (n)	 -	 the brown, hard outer portion or surface (nknyhL)

hide (n)	 -	 the strong thick outer skin (njhš)

jab (v)	 -	� to poke, or thrust abruptly with a short, quick blow (f¤âahš) âObud 

F¤JtJ

leprous (adj.)	 -	� covered with scales (bjhGnehŒ ï§F ku¥g£il(bark)íl‹ 

x¥ãl¥gL»wJ)
miniature (adj.)	 -	 very small (á¿a msÉyhd)

Textual - Poem comprehension
B.	 Read the following lines from the poem and answer the questions in a sentence or 

two.
1.	 It takes much time to kill a tree,
	 Not a simple jab of the knife 
	 Will do it.

i.	 Can a ‘simple jab of the knife’ kill a tree?
Ans 	 No.

ii.	 Why does it take much time to kill a tree?
Ans 	 It takes much time to kill a tree as it has grown strong all through the years.

2.	 It has grown
	 Slowly consuming the earth,
	 Rising out of it, feeding
	 Upon its crust, absorbing

i.	 How has the tree grown?
Ans 	� The tree has grown slowly consuming the earth, rising out of it, feeding upon 

its crust.
ii.	 What does the tree feed from the crust?

Ans 	 The tree feeds sunlight, air, water from the crust.

3.	 And out of its leprous hide
	 Sprouting leaves.

i.	 What does the phrase ‘leprous hide’ mean?
Ans 	 ‘Leprous hide’ means the discoloured bark of the tree.

ii.	 What comes out of the leprous hide? ⊗
Ans 	 Sprouting leaves come out of the leprous hide.

4.	 The bleeding bark will heal
	 And from close to the ground
	 Will rise curled green twigs,
	 Miniature boughs

i.	 What will happen to the bleeding bark?� (HY. 19)
Ans 	 The bleeding bark will heal.

ii.	 What will rise from close to the ground?� (HY. 19)
Ans 	 Curled green twigs and miniature boughs will rise from close to the ground.
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2.	 In 1963 he worked for __________ as __________.
Ans 	 The Agricultural Regional Research Station in Kovilpatti  as a scientist.

3.	 What was the turning point in the life of Nammazhwar?
Ans 	 During his period as an agronomist, he realised that farmers should rely minimally 

on external inputs. All inputs should come from within the farm. Waste should be 
recycled and used as input. This revelation was a turning point in his life.

4.	 How is the “Bread sandwich method” a boon to the farmers?
Ans 	 In this method, once the soil is made ready and the suggested practices followed, 

one need not work for the second time. They can go on sowing and reaping all 
through the year.

5.	 Pick out ideas from the passage to show that he learnt first and then shared with farmers.
Ans 	 He said that it was no use trying to teach a farmer. He never stopped learning from 

them and had become a vast repository of farming practices and knowledge that 
he shared with whoever was interested.

6.	 Explain in your own words the meaning of “Farming ______ even in the 21st Century”.
Ans 	 Farming is not only for making money. It is necessary to do farming to live even 

in the 21st century.
7.	 Give the synonyms of ‘rely’ and ‘sustainable’.

Ans 	 Rely	 -	 depend
	 Sustainable	 -	 maintainable

8.	 “He never pushed ideas down anyone’s throat” means
	 (a) favoured	 (b) compelled	 (c) opposed� [ Ans  (b) compelled]

Writing�
H.	 Based on the reading of the poem, complete the web chart given below.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Ans 	 (i)	 A deep rooted evil.
	 (ii)	� The social evil can’t be put out just by criticising them. The society should root 

them up to die forever.
	 (iii)	 Man has devastated another part of nature.

This is Only for Sample, Full Book Order Online or 
Available at All Leading Bookstores

orders@surabooks.com Ph:8124201000/8124301000 

www.su
ra

bo
ok

s.c
om



Sura’s  Smart English  IX Std  poetry - Unit 392

I.	 Look at the two trees. One is a green flourishing tree and the other, a brown 
withering tree.
The class will now be divided into two groups. 

  

Group A will list down the agents that support a 
tree’s growth. Group B will list down those that 
prevent it. Once the groups are ready with their 
lists, a few representatives from each group will 
write down the lists on the black board.
Ans

 (To be done by the Students)

Taking clues from the lists on the board, complete the following chart.

Ans
I will protect trees.

I will not waste paper.

I will celebrate 
Vanamahotsav in a 

grand manner.

I will not promote 
deforestation under any 

circumstances.

I will plant 
more trees.

I will not cut trees.

I will suggest Man to be 
away from forests.

J.	 Work in pairs. Create three slogans on ‘Saving Trees’.
Ans 	 Trees On !! Global Warming Gone !!

		  Don’t make Trees Rare, Protect them with Care !!
		  Plant a tree a day, Keep Erosion and Floods away.

Speaking
K.	 Deliver a short speech for about five minutes on the following.

1.	 Imagine what will happen if all the trees on the earth disappear. Discuss with your 
friends and share it with your classmates.
Ans 	 My dear friends,

	 I am Harsha from IX A. I am going to speak on what will happen if trees in the earth 
disappear.

	 Have you ever wondered what a world without trees would look like? Close your eyes, 
and try to imagine a desolate Earth. 

	 There’d be no more paper, and everyone would have to resort to technological 
use---that is, if anyone was left. Trees are a crucial factor in our existence not 
only because they produce paper, lumber and chewing gum, but because they 
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Unit 4

Seventeen Oranges
                 — Bill Naughton

About the Author
William John Francis Naughton, or Bill Naughton (12 June 1910 – 9 January 1992) was 
an Irish-born British playwright and author, best known for his plays and short stories. 
He attended Saint Peter and Paul's School, and worked as a weaver, coal-bagger and  
lorry-driver before he started writing. 

Naughton was a prolific writer of plays, novels, short stories and children's books.  
His preferred environment was working-class society, which is reflected in much of his 
written work. 

His work also includes the novel One Small Boy (1957), and the collection of short stories 
The Goalkeeper's Revenge: And Other Stories (1961). His 1977 children's novel My Pal Spadger 
is an account of his childhood in the 1920s.

Summary

The narrator used to work at a shipyard, carrying shipments to docks. He had an irresistible 
love for oranges. He stole them from the boats and ships and chewed them for hours. 

However, once he was caught with seventeen stolen oranges by a security police guard, Pongo. 
Pongo wanted to make his case an example for all the other workers and frighten them of the 
consequences of dishonesty and stealing. So, he locked the narrator up in a room.

When the police officer locked him in a room and went out for getting another police officer to 
be a witness, the narrator ate up all the seventeen oranges, with their seeds and peel, and vanished 
the last of the evidence against him. That was a bitter experience for him. Well, thereafter he was 
never crazy about oranges.

Prose
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Mind Map

The narrator worked at 
Swift Delivery Company

Left no evidence of 
stealing oranges

Had irresistible love for 
oranges

He swallowed all the 
pips and peels also.

He was saved from the 
police

Locked the narrator 
up in a room. Left the 
cabin to bring another 

policeman.

Once caught by security 
guard Pongo

Stole them from ships 
and boats; chewed them 

for hours

The narrator ate all 
the seventeen stolen 

oranges.

Glossary
apron (n)	 -	� a protective garment worn over the front of one's clothes and tied at the 

back (nky§»)
blabbing (v)	 -	� to reveal secrets indiscreetly and thoughtlessly (K‹nahridÆ‹¿ 

áy ufáa§fis btËna brhšYtJ)
chunks (n)	 -	 thick large pieces of something (bgÇa J©LfŸ)
concealed (adj.)	 -	� the act of keeping something secret or hidden (áy ufáa§fis 

kiw¤jš)
docks (n)	 -	� an enclosed area of water in a port for the loading, unloading and 

repair of ships (f¥gš Tl«)
pips (n)	 -	 small hard seeds in fruit (gH¤âš cŸs á¿a ÉijfŸ)
red-handed (adj.) 	 -	� used to indicate that a person has been discovered in the act of doing 

something wrong (ifífsîkhf)

	 Synonyms

Word Synonyms Translation
blabbing revealing secrets indiscreetly cs¿ago c©ikia¢ brhšYjš

bulging swelling, protruding c¥ãago

concealed hidden kiw¤jš

evidence proof Mjhu«
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Word Synonyms Translation
frightened afraid, scared gaªjgo

furiously angrily nfhg¤Jl‹

peeled stripped (njhiy) cÇ¤jš

quiet silent mikâ

sick ill, unwell clšeyÄ‹¿

struggle strive nghuhLjš

swallow gulp ÉG§Fjš

tricky difficult áukkhd

trouble difficulty J‹g«

	 Antonyms 

Word Antonyms
bulge (å§»a) × contract (RU§»a)

carefully (ftd¤Jl‹) × carelessly (ftd¡Fiwthf)

difficult (fodkhf) × easy (vËjhf)

everywhere (v§F«) × nowhere (v§FÄ‹¿)

finally (ïWâahf) × initially (Mu«g¤âš)

friendship (e£ò) × enmity (gif)

furiously (nfhgkhf) × calmly (mikâahf)

hidden (kiw¤J it¤jš) × exposed (btË¥gL¤Jjš)

locked (mil¤J it¤jš) × released (ÉLÉ¤jš)

lucky (mâ®Zl«) × unlucky (Juâ®Zl«)

nothing (vJîÄ‹¿) × something (VjhtJ)

ordered (c¤juÉLjš) × requested (jhœikahf nt©o¡ bfhŸSjš)

sick (clšey¡Fiwî) × healthy (clš ey¤Jl‹, Mnuh¡»akhf)

suddenly (âObu‹W) × gradually (go¥goahf)

swallow (ÉG§Fjš) × regurgitate (ÉG§»aij btË¡bfhz®jš)

Textual : IN-Text Questions
�� Where did the narrator work?

Ans 	 The narrator worked at the Swift Delivery Company.
�� What was the narrator’s job in the docks?

Ans 	 The narrator’s job was to drive a little pony-and-cart in and out of the docks.
�� What was Clem Jones carrying in the box?

Ans 	 Clem Jones was carrying a cat in the box.
�� What happened when the box was opened?

Ans 	 When the box was opened, a ship’s cat jumped out and ran back into the docks.

This is Only for Sample, Full Book Order Online or 
Available at All Leading Bookstores

orders@surabooks.com Ph:8124201000/8124301000 

www.su
ra

bo
ok

s.c
om



117

The Spider and the Fly
— Mary Botham Howitt

Unit 4

About the Author
Mary Howitt  (12 March 1799 – 30 January 1888) was an English poet. She was born at 
Coleford, in Gloucestershire. Their Queen Anne house is now known as Howitt Place. 
Mary Botham was educated at home, and read widely; she commenced writing verses at 
a very early age. She married William Howitt and began a career of joint authorship with 
him. Together with her husband, she wrote over 180 books. Their literary productions at 
first consisted chiefly of poetical and other contributions to annuals and periodicals, of 
which a selection was published in 1827 under the title of The Desolation of Eyam and other 
Poems.

William and Mary mixed with many important literary figures of the day including Charles 
Dickens, Elizabeth Gaskell and Elizabeth Barrett Browning. On moving to Esher in 1837, 
she commenced writing her well-known tales for children, a long series of books which 
met with signal success. Mary Howitt has great fame in the realm of Children’s literature. 
She was the first English translator of Hans Christian Andersen.

Summary

‘The Spider and the Fly’ is a poem by Mary Howitt (1799-1888), published in 1828. This is 
a funny little serious piece in the vein of the spider-sense. The poem takes us through a spider’s 
ultimately successful attempts in enticing a fly into its web. Now, if only that fly would have kept 
listening to her ‘spider-sense’, it would have been safe and not have fallen prey.

	� This poem  tells the story of a cunning Spider who ensnares a Fly through the use of 
seduction and flattery. 

	� The poem teaches children to be cautious against those who use flattery and charm to 
disguise their true evil intentions. 

	� The gruesome ending in this cautionary tale is used to reinforce the important life lesson 
being taught.

In stanza one, the spider does its best to entice the fly into its parlour with the promise of pretty 
things to see. The fly refuses and says it will never visit, because it knows whoever goes there is 
never seen again. 

In stanza two, the spider tries a different tactic, offering the fly a pretty and comfortable place to 
sleep. Again, the fly refuses, citing the disappearance of others who have accepted this offer. 

Poem
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In stanza three, the spider asks what it can do to prove its motives are pure; it offers lovely 
food to the fly, but once again, the fly refuses, saying it has heard about the spider’s pantry and isn’t 
interested. 

In stanza four, the spider tries to flatter the fly by praising its appearance and inviting it in to 
look into a mirror. Though flattered, the fly refuses—but leaves the door open a bit by implying 
“some other time.” 

In stanza five, the spider knows it has won and begins preparations to feast on the fly. After 
setting a clever trap, it again appeals to the fly’s vanity and praises its beauty compared to the 
spider’s less appealing appearance. 

In stanza six, the vain fly comes by to hear more blandishments about its beauty, and the spider 
strikes, taking the fly into its parlour, from which it never emerges. 

In stanza seven, the narrator speaks directly to readers with an imperative: never fall for the 
flattery of a predator—learn from this fable of the spider and the fly.

The Main Characters are : 	 1. The spider,    2. The Fly,    3. The narrator

Paraphrases of the Poem Stanzas

Stanza 
No. Poem Stanza & Paraphrase

1

“Will you walk into my parlour?” said the Spider to the Fly,

“Tis the prettiest little parlour that ever  you did spy;

The way into my parlour is up a winding stair,

And I’ve many curious things to show when you are there.”

This stanza is the spider’s pursuit of the fly with a charming invitation into his home.  
Yet this sociable chat is edged with a sense of mistrust, a sense of danger that comes with these 
two characters, the spider and the fly, being natural predator and prey. 

The spider describes his parlour as the ‘prettiest little parlour that ever you did spy’. The act of spying is to 
watch something carefully in this context. We share secrets and confidences with our closed ones.  Inviting 
the fly to spy into his abode, the spider is trying to send the message that he considers the fly to be close.  
The spider portrays his home as a mysteriously wonderful place. 

More details are added to arouse the fly’s curiosity. The parlour may be reached through a 
‘winding stair’ and it is filled with ‘many pretty things’.

2

“Oh no, no,” said the little Fly, “to ask me is in vain,
For who goes up your winding stair
can never come down again.”

Thankfully, the fly wisely sees through the spider’s deviousness. She knows that those who 
go through the ‘winding stair’ into his home never come out. It implies she is aware that the 
spider has eaten his previous guests. This is one extended invitation she shouldn’t be accepting.  
She clearly declines, telling the spider that to ask her into his home is ‘in vain’ – or useless.

This is Only for Sample, Full Book Order Online or 
Available at All Leading Bookstores

orders@surabooks.com Ph:8124201000/8124301000 

www.su
ra

bo
ok

s.c
om



Sura’s  Smart English  IX Std  Poem - Unit 4122

Mind Map

Spider chases a fly to 
enter into its web

Praises the eyes, wings 
and her wisdom

Kindles the curiosity of 
the fly

Finally it flatters the fly

Invites to look at herself 
in the mirror

Tempted by its words, 
the fly falls a victim to 

its predator

Offers to give food and 
bed to rest

Spider pretends to be 
a host asks to rest in its 

home

The fly is witty and 
refuses to enter into its 

house

The fly declines its offer 
politely

Glossary
counsellor (n)	 -	 a person who advises (Mnyhrf®)
flattering (v)	 -	 to praise or compliment insincerely (bghŒahf¥ òfGjš)
pantry (n)	 -	� a room where beverages, food, dishes are stored (czî¥ bghU£fis 

it¡F« miw)
parlour (n)	 -	 a tidy room in a house used for entertaining guests (å£o‹ tunt‰giu)
subtle (adj.)	 -	 delicate or faint and mysterious (E£gkhd, bkšÈa)
weary (v)	 -	� very tired, especially from hard work (fod ciH¥ghš, Äfî« 

fis¤J¥nghtJ)
winding (v)	 -	 a twisting movement or course (R‰¿ RH‹W brš»w mik¥ãYŸs)

Textual - Poem Comprehension
A.	 Read the following lines from the poem and answer the questions in a sentence or 

two. 
1.	 “The way into my parlour is up a winding stair,
	 And I’ve many curious things to show when you are there”

	 a)	 How can the fly reach the spider’s parlour? ⊗
Ans 	 The spider’s parlour can be reached through a winding stair.

	 b)	 What will the fly get to see in the parlour? ⊗
Ans 	 The fly will get to see many curious things in the parlour.
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Writing�
F.	 The fly gives into flattery and becomes the spider’s prey. If you are asked to give a happy 

ending to the poem, how will you save the fly? Write in your own words. 

Ans 	 If the fly had kept listening to her inner sense, it would have been safe and not have 
fallen a prey to the spider. The fly begins to refuse the spider’s offers initially. But it gets 
trapped finally, when the spider flatters it. If it had not been carried away by the spider’s 
seduction and flattery, it could have been saved. It would have been cautious and escaped 
from the spider’s enticing web without getting trapped at all.

Textual Activities - Warm Up

If your little brother or sister does not like to eat any of these following vegetables,

    

	 How will you make him or her eat them?

	 What are all the flattering or tempting words you might use to convince them?

	 Work in pairs and enact that moment in front of your classmates.

Ans 	 If  my little brother or sister does not like vegetables, I will threaten with frightening 
stories and make him/her eat.  I will also tell them that veggies will keep us beautiful, 
strong and look like heroes, etc.

  
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Unit 4

The Cat and the PainKiller
(An Extract from The Adventures of  Tom Sawyer)

— Mark Twain

About the Author

Samuel Langhorne Clemens, (30 Nov. 1835 - 21 Apr. 1910), better known by his pen 
name Mark Twain was an American writer. Among his novels are “The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer” (1875) and “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn” (1885), the latter often called  
“The Great American Novel”. He was also a riverboat pilot, journalist, lecturer, entrepreneur 
and inventor. Twain was raised in Hannibal, Missouri, which later provided the setting for 
his novels. A gifted raconteur, distinctive humorist, and irascible moralist, he transcended 
the apparent limitations of his origins to become a popular public figure and one of 
America’s best and most beloved writers.

Supplementary

Summary

Tom is temporarily distracted from his troubles when Becky stops coming to school. He tries 
to find out the reason for her absence by hanging around her house. He finally learns that she is ill 
and begins to worry that she may die. He is so concerned about Becky that he stops playing and 
loses interest in everything. His quiet behaviour causes Aunt Polly to be concerned about him.  
An experimenter at heart, Polly tries all sorts of remedies on Tom in an effort to cure him, but 
nothing seems to work. She reads her Health magazines to look for additional things to try 
and discovers the water treatment cure that makes a person sweat so much it purifies his soul.  
When she tries this on Tom, he just becomes more sad and melancholic.

Tom is so forlorn that he does not even protest against the torture that he is being put through; 
his silence bothers his aunt even more. She decides that Tom’s indifference must definitely be broken. 
She orders a new painkiller, which she immediately administers to her nephew. Tom has decided 
that he has indulged himself enough and will endure no more. He pretends to like the horrible 
painkiller as it is simply fire in a liquid form. He asks his aunt for a dose so frequently that she tells 
Tom to take it for himself. While Aunt Polly is not looking, he pours the medicine in a crack in the 
sitting room floor. His aunt’s cat comes into the room one day when he is in the act of filling the 
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crack with the medicine. Tom takes a spoonful of the painkiller and gives it to the cat. When the 
cat swallows it, it jumps in the air and bangs itself against the furniture. It topples the flowerpots 
and jumps out of the window, leaving behind a mess. Aunt Polly is struck dumb at the cat’s antics.  
When she comes to question Tom about the cat, she finds him rolling in laughter. She discovers the 
spoon with traces of medicine still sticking to it. She pulls Tom up by his ear and asks him why he 
gave the painkiller to the cat. Tom replies that he gave it to the cat out of pity, for he himself had 
been receiving all of Aunt Polly’s attention, while the cat was being ignored. She pats Tom on the 
head and tells him that she did whatever she thought was best for him. This chapter is filled with 
typical Twain humour. Tom’s sadness over Becky’s not being at school and his worries about her 
death are intentionally exaggerated to the point of being humorous. Aunt Polly’s experimentation 
on Tom is also out of proportion and causes the reader to laugh. Tom’s incident with the cat is also 
filled with humour, even though he uses it to teach Aunt Polly a lesson.

The Main Characters are : 	� 1. Tom Sawyer,         2. Aunt Polly,       3. Peter, the cat,
	 4. Becky Thatcher, Tom’s friend

Mind Map

Tom Sawyer felt sad as Becky 
stopped coming to school

Aunt Polly saw the cat doing 
somersaults

Aunt Polly began to try various 
remedies on Tom

The cat started to jump around 
the room

She knew Tom had treated the 
cat with the painkiller

Realised - what was cruelty to cat 
should be the same to the boy

So she stopped giving medicines 
to Tom

Gave the painkiller to Peter, Aunt’s 
cat

Used the painkiller to mend the 
crack on the floor

Tom fed up with this - Pretended to 
like the painkiller - asked for more

Had an adverse effect on the cat

Glossary
frenzy (n)	 -	 a state of uncontrolled excitement (f£L¡fl§fhj c‰rhf Ãiy)
infatuated (v)	 -	� inspired with an intense but short lived passion or admiration for someone 

or something (ah® ÛjhtJ mšyJ vj‹ ÛjhtJ ÔÉukhd, Mdhš 

FW»a fhynk Úo¡»w, <®¥ò bfh©oU¤jš)
petrified (adj.)	 -	 extremely frightened (Äfî« gaªj)
plunges (n)	 -	� act of casting or thrusting forcibly or suddenly into something liquid 

(j©ÙÇš xUtiu tY¡f£lhakhf be£o¤ jŸSjš)
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professing (v)	 -	� claiming often falsely, that one has a quality or feeling (jd¡F jFâ 

ïU¥gjhf bghŒahf T¿¡bfhŸtJ)
quack (n)	 -	 a fraudulent or ignorant pretender to medical skill (nghÈahd kU¤Jt«)
somersaults (n)	 -	� an acrobatic movement either forward or backward in which the body rolls 

end over end, makes a complete revolution (F£o¡ fuz«)

Textual Questions

A.	 Choose the most suitable option.
1.	 Tom was disturbed because __________.

(a) he didn’t sleep well
(b) his scores were low at school
(c) his friend Becky Thatcher stopped had coming to school
(d) he had picked up a fight with Becky Thatcher�
� [ Ans  (c) his friend Becky Thatcher stopped coming to school]

2.	 Aunt was an experimenter in __________.
(a) trying new recipes	 (b) designing fashionable frocks
(c) modern gardening techniques	 (d) trying out new medicines�
� [ Ans  (d) trying out new medicines]

3.	 Tom used the painkiller to __________. ⊗
(a) take care of his health	 (b) mend the crack on the sitting room floor
(c) cure Becky Thatcher	 (d) help his aunt�
� [ Ans  (b) mend the crack on the sitting room floor]

4.	 Peter sprang a couple of yards in the air as __________.
(a) he had a teaspoon of the painkiller
(b) his tail was caught in the mouse trap
(c) Tom threw him out of the window
(d) Aunt gave him a push� [ Ans  (a) he had a teaspoon of the painkiller]

5.	 Finally Aunt Polly said to Tom that he __________.
(a) need not take any more medicine	 (b) has to go to school regularly
(c) should not meet any of his friends	(d) must take medicines every day�
� [ Ans  (a) need not take any more medicine]

B.	 Identify the character or speaker of the following lines.

1. 	 He banged against furniture, upsetting flower-pots and making general havoc.�
� [ Ans  Peter, the cat]

2.	 She stood petrified with astonishment peering over her glasses.� [ Ans  Aunt Polly]

3.	 ‘That is, I believe they do.’� [ Ans  Tom Sawyer]

4.	 ‘What has that got to do that with it?’� [ Ans  Aunt Polly]

5.	 ‘I done it out of pity for him.’  ⊗� [ Ans  Tom Sawyer]
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Textual Questions
F.	 Complete the summary of the extract using the appropriate words from the box 

below.
pain killer stopped cruelty remedies teaspoon school

summersets Peter pretended dejected health crack

Ans 	 Tom Sawyer felt dejected as Becky Thatcher had stopped coming to school. His Aunt 
Polly was very concerned about his health condition. So, she began to try various 
remedies on him. Tom became fed up with his Aunt’s brand of remedies and pretended 
to like the pain killer. He started to ask for it very often. But, Tom used the medicine to 
mend the crack on the floor. One day, Tom gave the pain killer to his Aunt’s cat, Peter. 
The pain killer had an adverse effect on the cat and it started to jump around the room. 
Aunt Polly entered the room in time to see the cat throw a few summersets and sail 
through the open window. She found the teaspoon with a little pain killer sticking to it 
and knew that Tom had treated the cat with it. She realised that, what was cruelty to the 
cat should be the same to the boy too and stopped giving medicines to him.

G.	 In the story we find a lot of American slang usage of English. Complete the tabular 
column with standard English. One has been done for you.
Ans Finally hit ‘pon. Finally hit upon.

There ain’t anything mean about me. There isn’t anything mean about me.
‘Deed I don’t know. Indeed I don’t know.
Yes’m. That is, I believe they do. Yes madam, That is , I believe they do.
‘She’d a roasted bowel out of me.’ She had a roasted bowel out of me.
‘Oh, go ‘long with you, Tom.’ ‘Oh, go along with you, Tom’.

H.	 Complete the mind map based on the inputs from the extract.
Ans 	

Becky Thatcher, Tom’s friend had  
stopped coming to school.

Aunt Polly was very concerned 
about Tom.

So, Tom became disturbed and 
dejected.

She tried various types of 
remedies on him.

One day Tom gave the pain killer 
to his aunt’s cat, Peter.

Tom pretended to like the pain 
killer and asked for it very often.

The incidents that followed made 
his aunt realize what was cruelty 
to the boy and she stopped giving 
medicines to him.
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jÄHh¡f«

Prose
ghl¢RU¡f«

Unit - 1 :	 LEARNING THE GAME - Sachin Tendulkar

	 Éisah£il f‰W¡ bfhŸSjš - r¢á‹ bl©Lšf®

‘‘Éisah£il f‰W¡ bfhŸSjš” v‹w ïªj ghl¢ RU¡f«, r¢á‹ bl©LšfÇ‹ RarÇijahd 

“Playing in My Way’’ v‹w üÈUªJ vL¡f¥g£lJ. 

mt® j‹ FoÆU¥ãš cŸs áWt®fSl‹ btF ïstaânyna bl‹Å° gªâš »Ç¡bf£ 

Éisahodh®. mt® bjhiyfh£áÆš »Ç¡bf£ M£l§fis fhz ÉU«òth®. 

ã‹d® mâš tU« j‹ ÉU¥g¤â‰FÇa ãugy M£l¡fhu®fshd RÅš fth°f® k‰W« ÉÉa‹ 

Ç¢r®£° M»nahÇ‹ ghtidfis jhD« gÆ‰á brŒJ gh®¥gh®. 

mt® k£ilahs® (batsman) k£Lkšy, mt® gªJ åRtijí« ÉU«òth®. j‹ »Ç¡bf£ thœ¡ifÆš 

mt® Ãiwa Kiw tiy¥gÆ‰áÆš Ãiwa gªJ åáÆU¡»wh®.

r¢á‹ K«igÆš cŸs ‘‘New English School”-ïš go¤J¡ bfh©L ïUªjh®. âU. ukhfhª¤ m¢nuf® 

(Ramakant Achrekar) »Ç¡bf£ gÆ‰áahsuhŒ ïUªj “õh®jh°u« É¤ahkªâ®” v‹»w gŸËÆš, r¢áid 

nr®¡f mt® rnfhju® mÍ¤ ÉU«ãdh®. 

mªj gŸË »Ç¡bf£ Éisah£L¡F jÅ K¡»a¤Jt« bfhL¤jJ. ukhfhª¤ m¢nuf® nfhilfhy 

»Ç¡bf£ tF¥òfis el¤Jth®. r¢á‹ bl©LšfÇ‹ m©z‹ mÍ¤, r¢áid m¢nufÇl« »Ç¡bf£oš 

gÆ‰á bgw miH¤J¢ br‹wh®. 

mJ V‹ v‹whš ahiu gÆ‰áÆš nr®¤J¡bfhŸs nt©L« v‹gij m¢nuf® jh‹ Koî 

brŒth®. Mdhš, r¢ádhš gÆ‰áÆš mtiu <®¡fKoaÉšiy. mjdhš m¢nuf®, r¢á‹ bl©LšfÇ‹ 

m©zÅl« r¢á‹ Äfî« áWtdhf ïU¥gjhš »Ç¡bf£ tF¥ãš nr®¡f Koahbjd T¿dh®. mj‰F 

mÍ¤ bl©Lšf®, j« j«ã gj£lkhŒ ïU¥gjhš, k‰bwhU rªj®¥g« jU«go nfhÇdh®. r¢áD¡F 

kWgo xU thŒ¥ò tH§f¥g£lJ. 

m¢nuf®, mt® k£ilah£l¤ij (batting) öu¤âš ïUªJ f©lh®. r¢á‹ mUikahŒ 

ÉisahLtij f©L mtU¡F gÆ‰á mË¡f x¥ò¡bfh©lh®. mJ r¢á‹ thœ¡ifÆš bgÇa 

khWjiy V‰gL¤âaJ. m¢nuf®, r¢áÅl« mt® gŸËia kh‰¿dhšjh‹ (shift) »Ç¡bf£oš ÔÉukhŒ 

<Lgl Koíbkd T¿dh®. õh®jh°uk¤âš Kjš tUl¤ânyna r¢á‹ nfhil ÉLKiwahd  

60 eh£fËš 55 gÆ‰á M£l§fis Modh®. 

m¢nuf® »Ç¡bf£ °l«¥ã‹ (stump) nkš xU %ghŒ ehza¤ij it¤J r¢áid Éisahl¢ 

brhšth®. r¢á‹ ng£o§ brŒí« nghJ ‘mî£’ (out) Mfhkš ïUªjhš mªj ehza¤ij mtU¡nf 

gÇrhf m¢nuf® mË¥gh®. v¥nghjhtJ bl©Lšf® gÆ‰á tF¥ò¡F k£l« ngh£L ïUªjhš, jhnk 

br‹W mtiu gÆ‰á ikjhd¤â‰F miH¤J bršth®. m¢nuf® k£L« ïšyhâUªjhš r¢á‹ ï›tsî 

òfœbg‰w »Ç¡bf£luhf M»ÆU¡f KoahJ. m¢nuf® f©o¥ghdt®, mt® j«khš Koªj mid¤ijí« 

bl©LšfU¡F brŒjh®. jh« m¢nufU¡F e‹¿¡ fl‹ g£oU¥gjhf r¢á‹ F¿¥ãL»wh®.

  

Poem
ghlš RU¡f«

Unit - 1 :	 Stopping by the woods on a snowy evening - Robert Frost
	 xU gÅ bgŒí« khiyÆš fh£o‹ mU»š Ã‰wš - uhg®£ ~¥buh°£

xU rka« fÉP® ml®ªj fh£LtÊahf¤ j« FâiuÆš br‹W bfh©oUªjh®. mJ xU 

khiy¥bghGJ. bgU« gÅ bfh£o¡ bfh©oUªjJ. fh£o‹ mH»š ftu¥g£l fÉP® clnd j« 

gaz¤ij ÃW¤â gÅÆš NH¥g£l mªj fh£o‹ mHif Muhâ¤jh®. mªj fh£o‹ cÇikahs® ah® 

v‹W m¿a ÉU«ãdh®. mj‹ cÇikahs® mU»YŸs »uhk¤âšjh‹ tá¡f nt©L«. Mdhš mtU¡F 

fÉP® ï§F Ã‹W j‹ fh£il gÅ¥bghÊÉš uá¤J¡ bfh©oU¥gJ bjÇahJ. xU j§FÄlnkh, 

g©iz ånlh VJ« ïšyhj ÃiyÆš m§F fÉP® âObud Ã‹wJ, mtuJ Fâiu¡F« Tl M¢rÇakhf 

ïUªjJ. mªj ehŸjh‹ mªj tUl¤â‹ ïU©l khiy¥bghGjhF«. vdnt, mt® jtWjyhf m§F 

Ã‹W É£lhuh, mšyJ âObud Kis¤j VjhtJ ãu¢ridia rÇbrŒa nt©o Ã‹whuh, vd ÉrhÇ¥gJ 

nghš Fâiu j‹ foths¥ g£ilfËš cŸs kÂfis FY¡»aJ.

gÅ¤JfŸfis cŸsl¡» åá¡ bfh©oUªj fh‰¿‹ xÈia¤ jÉu m§F bkh¤jkhf mikâ 

ÃyÉaJ.  mªj ml®ªj ïUŸ Nœªj fh£o‹ m‰òj mHfhš ftu¥g£lhY« mªj fÉP® m§F mâf 

neu« ïU¡f ïayhJ. VbdÅš, mt® nkY« gy ikšfŸ gaz¥gl nt©L«. nkY«, mt® gy 
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th¡FWâfisí«, gÂfisí«, cw§Ftj‰F K‹ (mšyJ kuzkiltj‰F K‹) Ãiwnt‰w nt©o 

cŸsJ.

óÄÆš mt® thG« fhy« Kotj‰FŸ, fÉP® jh« M‰w nt©oa gÂfŸ k‰W« bghW¥òfŸ 

g‰¿ Ãidñ£l¥gL»wh®. jh« thœÉš M‰w nt©oa gÂfŸ Ãiwîbgwhj ÃiyÆš, XŒbtL¡f 

ïayhJ v‹gij cz®ªJ, fÉP® tU¤j¤Jl‹, j‹ gaz¤ij bjhlu nt©oa mtáa¤ij cz®»wh®.

  

supplementary
fij¢ RU¡f«

Unit - 1 :	 the envious neighbour - A Japanese Folk Tale

	 bghwhik bfh©l m©il å£L¡fhu‹ - #¥ghÅa eh£L¥òw¡ fij

xU ne®ikahd kÅj® j‹ kidÉíl‹ tá¤J tªjh®. mtÇl« xU bršy ehŒ ïUªjJ. Û‹ 

k‰W« rikaiwÆš Ä¢rkhF« czî J©LfŸ ngh‹wt‰iw mt® mªj ehŒ¡F bfhL¤J tªjh®. xU 

ehŸ mªj j«gâÆd® j§fŸ njh£l¤âš ntiy brŒJ bfh©oUªj nghJ, mªj ehŒ X® ïl¤âš Ã‹W 

Fiu¡f¤ bjhl§»aJ. mªj j«gâa® m§F njh©o gh®¤j nghJ j§f, btŸË J©LfŸ òijªâU¥gij 

f©ld®. mij âu£oa mt®fŸ, ViHfS¡F mË¤jã‹, j§fS¡F beš k‰W« nrhs« Éisí« 

Ãy§fis th§»d®. ïjdhš brštªj®fshfî« Mdh®fŸ.

mt®fsJ g¡f¤J å£oš tá¤Jtªj tajhd j«gâa® nguhir bfh©lt®fŸ. mt®fŸ ïªj 

ehia ïutš th§» j§fŸ å£oY« VjhtJ òijaš »il¡Fkh vd ehÆ‹ cjÉíl‹ njl Ka‹wd®. 

njh£l¤â‰F ehia miH¤J br‹wd®. mJ btF neu« njh£l¤âš R‰¿í« Tl Fiu¡fÉšiy. 

filáÆš ehŒ X® ïl¤âš Ã‹W nkh¥g« ão¤jJ. clnd mªj j«gâÆd® m§F njh©od®. mâš 

F¥ig, Ts§fns ïUªjd. Vkh‰w¤jhš nfhgkilªj mt®fŸ mªj ehia¡ bfh‹W É£ld®.

ehÆ‹ cÇikahsuhd Kâat®, jdJ ehŒ xU ig‹ (pine) ku¤â‹ moÆš òij¡f¥g£lij 

m¿ªJ fd¤j kd¤Jl‹, thrid mf®g¤âfSl‹, òij¤j ïl¤ij ky®fshš my§fÇ¤jh®. mªj 

ïuî, ehŒ mt® ö§F« nghJ, mtuJ fdÉš tªJ mªj ig‹ ku¤ij bt£l¢ brh‹dJ. mij khî 

miu¡F« xU fUÉ nghy M¡», j‹id (ehia) Ãid¤J¡ bfh©L, cgnahf¥gL¤j¢ brh‹dJ. jk¡F 

mJ T¿aij¥ nghynt, bgÇatU« brŒjh®. mªj¡ fUÉÆš mÇáia miu¡f ï£lJ«, x›bthU 

mÇáí« xU kâ¥òÄ¡f bghUshdJ.

ïij¡ f©lJ« g¡f¤J å£L bfh^u tnahâf j«gâÆd® mªj¡ fUÉia th§»d®. mâš 

mÇáia ï£L cgnahf¥gL¤j¤ Jt§»aJ«, mJ mUtU¥ghd bghUshf kh¿aJ. clnd mªj 

j«gâa® nfhg¤âš mij cil¤J vÇ¤J É£ld®. 

xU ehŸ ïuî, kWgoí« bgÇatÇ‹ fdÉš mªj ehŒ tªjJ. mªj vÇ¡f¥g£l muit fUÉÆ‹ 

rh«giy g£L¥nghd ku§fË‹ ÛJ öt¢ brh‹dJ. mjdhš mit ò¤JÆ®bg‰W, ó¡F« vd¡ 

T¿aJ. mj‹gona mt® brŒJ g£L¥nghd ku§fS¡F cÆ® bfhL¤jh®. ïjid m¿ªj X® ïstur‹ 

mªj bgÇatiu tutiH¤J, g£L¥nghd br®Ç (cherry) ku§fS¡F¥ ò¤JÆ® mË¡f¢ brh‹dh‹. 

mªj ku§fŸ ó¤J¡ FY§»aJ« mtU¡F bgÇa msÉš btFkâ mË¤jh‹. Mdhš bghwhik¡fhu 

m©il å£LfhuD« mnj nghš brŒa Ka‹wh‹. rh«gš öt¥g£l ku§fŸ cÆ® bgwÉšiy. khwhf, 

ïsturÅ‹ f©fËš rh«gš ÉGªJ Vw¡Fiwa FUlid¥ nghy ïstur‹ MF« Ãiy¡F bfh©L 

tªjJ. ïjdhš mªj KâatD¡F ïsturÅ‹ fhty®fËÄUªJ mo, cij »il¤jJ. ïij m¿ªj mªj 

ešy j«gâa®, mªj Kâatidí«, mtdJ kidÉiaí« miH¤J, mt®fsJ brašfis f©o¤J, 

j« bršt¤âš xU gFâia mt®fS¡F mË¤jd®. mj‰F ãwF nguhir bfh©oUªj j«gâa® j« 

ngh¡if kh‰¿¡bfh©L ešy, xG¡f¤Jl‹ thœªjd®.

  

Prose
ghl¢RU¡f«

Unit - 2 :	 i can’t climb trees any more  - Ruskin Bond

	 v‹dhš ïÅ kunkw KoahJ - u°»‹ gh©£

j‹ ïsik¡ fhy¤ij 25 tUl§fS¡F K‹ gh£o å£oš fÊ¤j eL¤ju taJila xUt® Rkh®  

25 tUl¤â‰F ã‹ mªj å£o‰F tU»wh®. m§F Rkh® 12 mšyJ 13 taJila xU áWÄ ïUªjhŸ. 

mtËl« ng¢R bfhL¤jâš mtSila jªijah® uhQt¤âš f®dyhf gÂ òÇtjhf T¿dhŸ. 

mtŸ miH¥ã‹ ngÇš mªj å£o‹ thÆ‰fjit¤ jh©o, å£L tshf¤âDŸ EiHªj mt®, 

xU fhy¤âš j‹ gh£o¡F ão¤jkhdjhf ïUªj fš ïU¡ifÆš mk®ªJ, m§F cŸs gyh ku¤â‹ 

bghªâš, áWtaâš jh‹ V¿, kiw¤J it¤j nfhÈF©LfŸ, giHa ehza§fŸ k‰W« Kjyh« 

cyf¥nghÇš j‹ gh£ldhU¡F »il¤j ïU«ghyhd áYit¥ gj¡f« M»at‰iw Ãidî T®ªjh®. 
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Question Paper Contents

Part - I (MCQ Type Questions)

Q. No. 1 to 14	 1 Mark Questions� 14 Marks

Vocabulary & Grammar
Choose the most suitable answer and write the code with corresponding answer.

	 1 to 3	 :	 Synonyms� 3 × 1 = 3

	 4 to 6	 :	 Antonyms� 3 × 1 = 3

	 7 to 14	 :	 Vocabulary & Grammar� 8 × 1 = 8

All the 14 questions are to be answered. 

Topics for Q. No. 7 to 14. Eight Questions will be asked from any of the following Topics.
1.	 Homophones
2.	 Prefix and Suffix
3.	 Anagrams
4.	 Shortened Forms
5.	 Abbreviations and Acronyms
6.	 American / British English
7.	 Preposition
8.	 Prepositional Verbs
9.	 Prepositional Phrases
10.	 Non-finite Verbs (Gerund, Infinitives, Participles)

11.	 Phrasal Verbs
12.	 Idioms
13.	 Modals / Semi-Modals
14.	 Connectors
15.	 Articles
16.	 Determiners
17. 	 Compound Words
18. 	 If Sentences - Conditionals
19. 	 Question Tags
20. 	 Singular / Pural
21. 	 Nominalisation

Q. No. 1 to 3 : Synonyms

A word or phrase that means exactly or nearly the same as another word or phrase is called 
synonym.

bfhL¡f¥g£LŸs th¡»a¤âš (sentence), rhŒî vG¤J¡fSldhd (italicised) mšyJ 

mo¡nfhol¥g£l (underlined) th®¤ij¡F ïizahd m®¤j« bfh©l th®¤ijia, 

ju¥g£LŸs 4 Éil¡ F¿¥òfËÈUªJ nj®î brŒJ vGj nt©L«.

     Government Exam QuestionsGEQ

Choose the correct synonyms for the underlined words from the options given.

1.	 He would talk to me about the nuances of batting. UNIT - 1 � (QY. 19)
(a) importance	 (b) advice	 (c) practice	 (d) changes� [ Ans  (d) changes]

2.	 I wanted to pursue cricket seriously. UNIT - 1 � (HY. 19)
(a) handshake	 (b) play 	 (c) follow	 (d) give� [ Ans  (c) follow]
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3.	 She ran towards him with a rusty old metal. UNIT - 2 � (QY. 19)
(a) waste	 (b) beautiful	 (c) ancient	 (d) worthy� [ Ans  (c) ancient]

4.	 Betty said, "Hark, what’s that? UNIT - 3 � (QY. 19)
(a) speak	 (b) listen	 (c) come	 (d) say� [ Ans  (b) listen]

5.	 Clem looked at Pongo furiously. UNIT - 4 � (HY. 19)
(a) politely	 (b) gently	 (c) angrily	 (d) calmly� [ Ans  (c) angrily]

6.	 A little stream trickling over the rocks. UNIT - 5 � (HY. 19)
(a) filling	 (b) seeping	 (c) offering	 (d) meeking� [ Ans  (b)seeping]

Exercises
Synonym Learning the GameUNIT - 1

Choose the correct synonyms for the underlined words from the options given.

1.	 I often tried to emulate the mannerisms of my favourite players. 
(a) disregard	 (b) imitate	 (c) overlook	 (d) observe� [ Ans  (b) imitate]

2.	 I felt somewhat overawed with so many people around. 
(a) undaunted	 (b) supported	 (c) intimidated	 (d) surprised� [ Ans  (c) intimidated]

3.	 My induction into the Mumbai cricket circuit could have ended in failure – but for Ajit’s 
insistence.
(a) dissolution	 (b) rejection	 (c) elimination	 (d) inclusion� [ Ans  (d) inclusion]

4.	 The schedule was rigorous. 
(a) easy 	 (b) severe	 (c) gentle	 (d) flexible� [ Ans  (b) severe]

5.	 I would always ask my father to treat me to a special fruit cocktail near the club.
(a) sauce	 (b) cake	 (c) mixed drink	 (d) pav bhaji� [ Ans  (c) mixed drink]

Synonym I Can't Climb Trees AnymoreUNIT - 2

1.	 He was glad to see that the Jack fruit tree still stood at the side of the building casting its shade 
on the wall.
(a) throwing	 (b) dancing	 (c) lighting	 (d) showering� [ Ans  (a) throwing]

2.	 He stood on the grass verge by the side of the road and looked over the garden wall at the old 
house.
(a) corner	 (b) at the top	 (c) at the edge	 (d) middle � [ Ans  (c) at the edge]

3.	 ......... when she was tired of pruning rose bushes and bougainvillea.
(a) augmenting	 (b) growing	 (c) trimming	 (d) spreading � [ Ans  (c) trimming]

4.	 It was on the tip of his tongue to make a witty remark.
(a) funny	 (b) intelligent	 (c) awkward 	 (d) foolish � [ Ans  (b) intelligent]

5.	 He did not look very prosperous.
(a) poor	 (b) flourishing 	 (c) well 	 (d) popular � [ Ans  (b) flourishing]

Synonym Old Man RiverUNIT - 3

1.	 It must have covered the south meadows and the highway there.
(a) a main road	 (b) a street	 (c) a track	 (d) a path� [ Ans  (a) a main road]

2.	 The river is rising fast.
(a) decreasing	 (b) lowering	 (c) running	 (d) increasing� [ Ans  (d) increasing]
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3.	 ‘Betty’, you and I are to fill all the bowls, tubs, pails and pitchers with fresh water.
(a) mugs	 (b) buckets	 (c) large jugs	 (d) bottles� [ Ans  (c) large jugs]

4.	 She helps Sara to her feet and quickly wraps a blanket around her.
(a) puts	 (b) wears	 (c) covers	 (d) throws� [ Ans  (c) covers]

5.	 We can splint it with pillows and umbrella.
(a) attach	 (b) support	 (c) tied	 (d) arrest� [ Ans (b) support]

Synonym Seventeen OrangesUNIT - 4

1.	 “You’ve stolen these oranges and concealed them in your pocket. 
(a) revealed	 (b) bought	 (c) hidden	 (d) connected� [ Ans  (c) hidden]

2.	 Have you anything to say?” I said nothing. I was very frightened, but I kept quiet. 
(a) bold	 (b) unafraid	 (c) cool	 (d) afraid� [ Ans  (d) afraid]

3.	 I had read a lot of detective stories to make the mistake of blabbing.
(a) disclosing	 (b) concealing	 (c) hiding	 (d) lying� [ Ans  (a) disclosing]

4.	 I was locked in the cabin and the oranges were on the table.
(a) fort	 (b) castle	 (c) room	 (d) corridor� [ Ans  (c) room]

5.	 Pongo had gone to bring a witness.
(a) contributor	 (b) upstander	 (c) participant	 (d) spectator� [ Ans  (d) spectator]

Synonym Water - The Elixir of LifeUNIT - 5

1.	 On one side was visible a sea of billowing sand without a speck of green. 
(a) swelling	 (b) shrinking	 (c) deflating	 (d) flattening� [ Ans  (a) swelling]

2.	 … most fertile and densely populated areas to be found teeming with life and vegetation. 
(a) barren	 (b) deserted	 (c) filled	 (d) scrace� [ Ans  (c) filled]

3.	 It has played a role of vast significance in shaping the course of the earth’s history. 
(a) small	 (b) great	 (c) tiny	 (d) little� [ Ans  (b) great]

4.	 It is obvious that the aim should be to check the flow of water at the earliest possible stage.
(a) dubious	 (b) doubtful	 (c) obscure	 (d) apparent� [ Ans  (d) apparent]

5.	 … an immense quantity of rain-water must necessarily run off the ground. 
(a) little	 (b) limited	 (c) enormous	 (d) diminutive� [ Ans  (c) enormous]

Synonym From Zero to InfinityUNIT - 6

1.	 The teacher complimented the boy who had asked that absurd question.
(a) clever	 (b) silly	 (c) wise	 (d) smart� [ Ans  (b) silly]

2.	 But Ramanujan was ignorant of the work of the German mathematician George. F. Riemann. 
(a) conscious	 (b) educated	 (c) unaware	 (d) talented� [ Ans  (c) unaware]

3.	 Ramanujan’s father was a petty clerk in a cloth shop. 
(a) insignificant	 (b) significant	 (c) royal	 (d) major� [ Ans  (a) insignificant]

4.	 Senior students used to go to his dingy house to get their difficulties in mathematics solved. 
(a) dark	 (b) gloomy	 (c) bright and clean	 (d) dull� [ Ans  (b) gloomy]

5.	 This disappointed his father.
(a) distressed	 (b) charmed	 (c) contented	 (d) comforted� [ Ans  (a) distressed] 
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Part - I (Section - 1)

I.	 Answer all the questions : �

Choose the appropriate synonyms for the 
underlined words :� 14 × 1 = 14

1.	 Do you remember how fascinated you were 
when you first read the story of Joan of Are. 

(a) tired		  (b) dingy

(c) attracted		  (d) bored

2.	 I wanted to pursue cricket seriously.

(a) give up		  (b) chase

(c) force		  (d) strength

3.	 Clem looked at pongo furiously.

(a) politely		  (b) gently

(c) angirly		  (d) calmly

Choose the appropriate antonyms for the 
underlined words : 

4.	 A blessing rests on the house, where the 
shadow of the tree falls. 

(a) gratitude		  (b) luck

(c) chance		  (d) curse

5.	 The narrator of the story felt very sick for 
a week.

(a) healthy		  (b) disordered

(c) feeble		  (d) unhealthy

6.	 We are not afraid of what we do or what 
we say.

(a) brave		  (b) scared

(c) alarmed		  (d) fearful

7.	 Form a derivative by adding the right prefix 
to the word ‘Certain’.

(a) dis	 (b) mis	 (c) un	 (d) en

8.	 Choose the most appropriate preposition 
from the given option.

	 The Cricket ball was hidden ______ the 
leaves.

(a) between		  (b) among

(c) by		  (d) on

9.	 Complete the sentence choosing the correct 
determiner.

	 I always keep _______ money in my wallet 
for emergencies.

(a) any		  (b) every

(c) some		  (d) all

10.	 Fill in the blank choosing the correct article 
for the given sentence.

	 It was ________ unforgettable experience.

(a) a		  (b) an

(c) the		  (d) none

11.	 Fill in the blank with the appropriate model 
verb given below.

	 You _______ drive fast. It’s not safe. 

(a) Wouldn’t		  (b) Counldn’t

(c) shouldn’t		  (d) can’t

12.	 Complete the following sentences using 
appropriate prepositional phrase.

	 I am standing here_______ My friends. 

(a) in behalf of	 (b) On behalf

(b) by behalf of	 (d) on behalf of

13.	 Choose the correct form of tense for the 
given sentence.  

	 A good student always _______ hard. 

(a) work		  (b) works

(c) worked		  (d) working
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14.	 Choose the correct homophones for the 
given sentence.

	 What you say is _______

(a) rite	 (b) write	 (c) right	 (d) none

Part - II

Section - 1

Answer any three of the following questions 
in a sentence or two.� 3 × 2 = 6

15.	 Why did Sachin feel that the schedule of 
the camp was rigorous?

16.	 How did the grandfather get the iron cross?

17.	 Why did the pol iceman suspect  the 
narrator?

18.	 What do ordinary men and women usually 
think of?

Section - 2

Read the following sets of poetic lines and 
answer any three of the following :� 3 × 2 = 6

19.	 “The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
	  But I have promises to keep:

a) How are the woods?
b) Who does ‘I’ refer to?

20.	 “The way into my parlour is up a winding 
� stair,

	  And l’ve many curious things to show when 
� you are there?”.
a) How to reach the spider’s parlour?
b) What will the fly get to see in the parlour?

21.	 “Faster than a cheetah
	  With a tail that’s miles long,

a) Why is comet compared to a cheetah?
b) Whose tail is compared here?

22.	 “And now dear little children, who may this 
� story read,

	  To idle, silly flattering words, I Pray you 
� ne’er give heed.
a) Who does ‘I’ refer to?
b) What is the advice given to the readers?

Section - 3

Answer any three of the following : �3 × 2 = 6

23.	 Rewrite the following sentence in passive 
voice:

	 They are decorating the wall. 
24.	 Rewrite  the fol lowing sentence into 

superlative degree.
	 Very few girls in the class are as tall as 

Ramya.
25.	 Punctuate the following sentence.
	 im looking at the house is it yours.
26.	 Rewrite the following sentence in indirect 

speech.
	 Sowmiya said to Swathi, “please, switch on 

the fan.”
27.	 Re arrange the words in the correct order 

to make meaningful sentence.
	 a)	 bench / beside / on / him / she / the / 

sat
	 b)	 career /  proper /  have /  we /  to / 

orientation / need

Section - 4

28.	 Answer the following question. Write the 
steps to guide the stranger to the railway 
station.� 1 × 2 = 2

You are here

------ II Main Road------ 

Railway
Station

Book 
Stall

Part - III

Section - 1

Ans wer  any  two of  the  fol l ow ing  in  a 
paragraph.� 2 × 5 = 10

29.	 Narrate in your own words the hardships 
underwent by Sachin to become a great 
cricketer?

30.	 Explain the important elements of Nehru’s 
letter? 
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